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Editorial  
 

A lot has transpired within FoRP and the Park since April so we reckon you’ll be anxious to read 
on without too much waffle from us. 
 
This edition is somewhat of a colour fest that won’t go down too well with our Treasurer but there’s 
a cunning plan to earn some money for FoRP – see over. 
 
For our profile this edition, we have broadened our horizons a tad and chosen Valerie Kendall.  We 
thank her very much for agreeing to be grilled! 
  
Please note that some of the views expressed by ourselves and contributors in this Newsletter are 
not necessarily those of FoRP itself.                                                                                
                                                                                                                                    Alan & Michèle Jackson 

 

 
NOT THE CHAIRMAN’S LETTER!  

 

“No, the title is not a misprint and I am sure that 
you will know by now that we are without a 
Chair, rudderless and in the doldrums!! Inside 
you'll see my serious plea for a new 
Chairman/woman/person! 
 
When I agreed to become Secretary in June 
2004, I was told by the incumbent Chairman 
(John Turney) that all I would have to do would 
be to take the Minutes of the Meetings.  Thanks, 
John – the role has certainly grown since then, 
but at least it has all been really good fun on the 
whole – (Trust me, I know what fun is, as I 
worked for a Brewery for 20 years!). 
 
I beseech all of our Members to consider how 
they may be able to help our Organisation, no 
matter how little, because we really need your 
assistance.” 
 
David Binns 
Tel: 0113 2932893 

 

 
INFORMATION 

 

The next Full Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 14th October 2009 at 7.30pm in the 
Education Room.   A Report of the previous 
Trustees Meeting will be presented. 

 
Working Parties currently take place on the 
third Saturday of each month, meeting in the 
Mansion Car Park, or as advised, at 10am. 
                 
                Saturday    19th September 

                 Saturday    17th October  
                Saturday    21st November 
                Saturday    19th December 
                Saturday    16th January 
 
Geology Trail Guided Walks: see Events List 
on back page. Please also watch notice boards, 
the local press etc for more events and details.   
  
Lester Library:  Normally Saturdays 2pm -
5pm and at other times depending on 
availability of volunteers. 
 

 



An Artist’s Licence! 
 

Now isn’t this a lovely picture that would grace any wall or Christmas card?  And that’s 
exactly what’s on offer. Local artist, Val Bell, who is a part-time teacher at the Marjorie & 
Arnold Ziff Community Centre on Stonegate Road, has used soft pastel chalks to create 
this masterpiece through the windscreen of her car parked on Mansion Lane – probably 
before the long awaited re-surfacing. She kindly didn’t highlight the former potholes!  Val 
is mesmerised by the beauty of the trees in the Park and is so glad that the Park is 
accessible to all, herself included. The spirit behind John Barran’s foresight so many years 
ago lives on and hopefully the Carriage House looming in the background will forever be 
a part of the Park. 
 
 

 
 

 
The painting first came to our attention as Val had used it as her Christmas card last year 
to friends of ours. The misty scene, familiar to all, can through the generosity of the artist 
be yours if a sufficient number of readers show interest in it. Only when we can establish 
how many of you would like to purchase a print or a quantity of cards can we know the 
costs of production and consequently how much to charge to offset some of the costs of 
this extra-colourful edition of the Newsletter. For her part, Val is not seeking to make a 
profit herself, so surely this is an offer you won’t wish to miss – just send an email with 
requirements to FoRP news@forp.co.uk or write to PO Box 129, Leeds LS8 1WY not 
forgetting to give your contact details and we’ll set the wheels in motion. We’ll have glum 
faces if we cannot generate sufficient interest to make the scheme a ‘goer’. 



Report of the Annual General Meeting held on 10th  June 2009 
Minutes available from David Binns via news@forp.co.uk 

 
�  The Chairman, John Richards, commenced the formal procedures of the Meeting after welcoming 
everyone in attendance and having summarised the major events of the year. 
 

�  David Binns was re-elected as Secretary, Chris Hill was re-elected as Treasurer and there were these 
changes to Membership of the Executive Committee: Peter Dyson, Mike Hollingworth and Tony Quinn 
were re-elected. Tricia Ryan resigned and Bob Reid was elected in her place 
 

�  The Accounts for 2008/2009 were approved and Messrs Ford Campbell Freedman were re-appointed 
as Accountants for 2009/2010. Chris Hill expressed his thanks to Anne Hepworth in her role as 
Membership Secretary. Anne has had a very busy year resolving several system anomalies and 
implementing the new Membership rules. The End of Year Accounts show that £6,833 has been spent of 
the £7,500 Lester Donation, leaving £667 for future purchases and/or maintenance of The Library.  There 
is £5,626 available in General Funds. 
 

�  Jon Vogler gave an overview on the achievements of the Working Parties – see his up to date Report 
in this Newsletter. 
 

�  Paul Wadsworth reported that the sale of Park Cottages had fallen through and that they will now be 
marketed as individual properties. There will be a strict Planning brief to ensure that the appearance and 
character of the properties will be maintained. (Following the AGM, Paul Wadsworth confirmed that the 
Cottages would be marketed as Freehold. The Carriage House is still due for disposal in 2010 and 
promises have been made by The Council to keep FoRP informed of developments.) Jon Vogler reported 
that Students at Leeds Metropolitan School of Architecture have used The Carriage House Development 
for their Second Year Project and will continue working on this in their third year. The result of this 
should be 22 Schemes on the shelf when the property comes up for disposal, which might attract 
benefactors to sponsor a development. 
 

�  Lynda Kitching reported that the official Opening of the Lester Library in January 2009 was attended 
by Ruth and Richard Lester together with several members of FoRP and people who had previously 
known the Lester Family.  Elizabeth would be visiting when she came to England in August. (See later 
item).  
 

�  The Oakwood Clock tower is suffering from wear and tear and specialist repairs are required to the 
supporting frame and exterior metalwork. Valerie Kendall told the meeting that the Ward Councillors 
have funded a survey of the tower by Dorothea (the Company which repaired and renovated the shelters 
in the Park), which will enable quotations for the repair works to be obtained.  It is anticipated that this is 
likely to cost £90,000-£100,000. Advice is being sought on raising capital through contributions and 
Grants. A member supported by others reiterated his view that The Council should not expect local 
organisations to maintain their properties.  In any event, FoRP do not have the manpower to get involved 
in fund-raising, as our active Members are fully committed to other matters. In association with the 
structural repairs, the surrounding area will be landscaped, under the auspices of Paul Wadsworth.  The 
proposal will consider the requirements of The Farmers’ Market. 
 

�  A number of issues were raised under Any Other Business and an article appeared in the Yorkshire 
Evening Post on the 13th June 2009 about liaison between FoRP and the Council which was an incorrect 
report on the AGM and only served to hinder matters. Subsequently, David Binns met Paul Wadsworth 
and Kris Nenadic (Principal Parks Area Manager) to discuss how we can continue to work together.  This 
was a very useful meeting which cleared the air so that we can now move on. 
   
�  A discussion developed on how FoRP and other Local Groups could disseminate information in the 
Roundhay/Oakwood areas.  A proposal was made that Notice Boards could be located in The Park at 
Oakwood and elsewhere. This is done in other areas and Parks very effectively as a means of reaching a 
large section of the community.  Proposals will be progressed. 



�  Littering and the shortage of litter bins is on-going in and around the Park and FoRP will continue to 
press for additional resources. Concern was also expressed about the condition of the Lakes and the 
amount of debris which was collecting in certain areas.  Also, the surrounds of the Upper Lake are 
looking very overgrown and neglected.  This will be discussed with the Park management. 
 

�  The FoRP website is in need of a major up-date, as some of the information is very out of date and a 
lot has happened since the last re-vamp. (AJ is to attempt a re-launch – Eds) 

�  A FoRP Member (Edward “Ted” Jackson) passed away recently and his nephew arranged a collection 
at the funeral for FoRP which raised £120.  Our condolences and thanks were passed to Ted’s Family. 

�  The new Membership Rules are now in place and 29 reminders were sent out to those Members 
paying the old £3 and £5 rates.  Six of these re-joined at the new rates, two do not wish to renew and the 
remaining 21 did not respond.  Henceforth, only those Members paying the current subscription will 
receive copies of the Newsletter and other information. 

�  Our Chairman, John Richards, tendered his resignation, which was accepted by the Meeting. Lynda 
Kitching proposed a vote of thanks to him, which was confirmed by applause from all attendees. Until a 
new Chairman is elected, David Binns will take on the role of acting Chairman, with a deadline of 30th 
December 2009.  Also, whilst we are recruiting, David Binns informed the meeting that he wished to 
stand down from the position of Secretary at the 2010 AGM.  At this time, he will have been in the role 
for six years. (Perhaps a new Chairman can persuade him to stay on a mite longer – Eds) 

�
� 

NOW READ ON … 
 

John Richards had been our Chairman since the end of 2005 – a good stint in anyone’s 
book.  He has forded the River Nidd on his ox-cart, laden with his worldly goods and 
taken up residence in the quaint little town of Knaresboro’.  We all wish John and his 
wife Margaret (‘Maggie’) every happiness in their new home and trust that they will 
have a long and fruitful life there.  We hope that he will also keep an eye on what FoRP 
gets up to in the coming years. 
 

So . . . onto the really serious matter . . . we need a new Chairman!  FoRP has a 
Membership in excess of 220, which is quite impressive for any Friends’ Group, but it 
is administered by a small percentage of the total.  It is unrealistic to expect this small 
band of people to absorb the role of Chairman.  FoRP is your Organisation and, if it is 
to survive, then we need to see more people willing to become involved in its 
administration. 
 

As for the role of Chairman, we need somebody with a love of Roundhay Park and an 
interest in maintaining its status as one of the premier urban parks in Britain – someone 
who can meet and liaise with all levels of Council Officers, Councillors and other 
Charitable Groups and also be able to front up our meetings. 
 

If you might be interested in taking on the role of Chairman or would like to nominate 
someone – (this does not have to be an existing Member of FoRP, provided that they 
have the required attributes) - please let me know via the usual FoRP addresses or by 
telephone on 0113 2932893. 
 

David Binns 



FoRP  WORKING  PARTIES:  Jon Vogler 
 

Two years ago we were panicking that August sunshine 
might burn up all our recent planting; this year the wet 
summer has produced a totally different crisis - how to 
cope with the explosive growth of weeds that threaten to 
overpower everything. So it has been a year of weeding 
and strimming and mowing. The great plus is that the 
ravine and the rocky terraces and spaces below the 
waterfall now look more like jungle than their former 
desert appearance.  
 

 
Don Player strimming (Photo David Binns) 

 

In the Spring, eight of us were treated to a morning's 
training on the use of machines in the park, so we now 
have a small armoury with which to attack grass, briars, 
nettles and Himalayan Balsam. However, we have found 
that using noisy machinery also disrupts the camaraderie 
of Saturday working parties, so we tend to use the 
machines in small mini-working parties during the week 
and spend Saturdays on hand-work - weeding and 
planting, litter picking and clearing debris. We were 
pleased to help the Park gain the coveted Green Flag 
award.  
  
An exciting new project is the Wildflower Meadow 
reported elsewhere in this Newsletter. Two more distant 
projects are, first, to landscape the Dog's Mouth Spring 
and, as there is now a super photo of it in the Mansion 
(copy of the one we printed in Feb’08 Newsletter – Eds), 
restore the Dog's head with a new stone carving. 
Secondly, we have floated the idea of setting up bird 
feeders and hides in the woods opposite the Education 
Centre. This has been greeted with enthusiasm on all 
sides and will offer a further interesting outdoor 
opportunity for visiting children as well as adult bird-

watchers. If you are a bird-lover and would like to help 
in this project, please make contact.  
  
Our relations with the Park Management have been 
transformed since we have been working with them on 
so many projects and they now regularly consult us and 
request our assistance. We, in turn, have found it more 
constructive to be energetic and willing helpers than (as 
perhaps we were thought of in the past) critics and 
carpers. I believe that the construction of the Friends' 
Garden was the turning point. The garden is now 
showing signs of maturity and we have been able to 
remove temporary barriers. Judith and her team have 
kept it in immaculate, weed-free condition and we are so 
grateful for them quietly getting on with this. However, 
they do need a few extra hands for their Tuesday 
morning sessions - do ask yourself whether you could 
give an hour or so every fortnight, doing a pleasant, 
gentle job in what is now one of the loveliest places in 
Leeds!  
 

 
Bob Reid mowing (Photo David Binns) 

 
Roundhay Park has never looked better or offered more 
opportunities for relaxation and the enjoyment of nature 
and beauty. There is a keen, energetic management and 
FoRP, by providing funding, working parties and other 
kinds of help, is really playing an important role. 
However, with more active bodies we could do so much 
more! So please, come and join us. It will be enjoyable 
and good for body and spirit and you will make excellent 
friends.  
 
Do contact me, Jon Vogler, on 0113 2661885 or 
jon@vogler.demon.co.uk



THE MANSION 
 

 
 

Helen Gill writes: ‘The past couple of months have seen the final exciting transformation of The 
Mansion completed.  From the custom made carpets, interiors and chandelier, to the new outside furniture 
and smart café restaurant, Dine have made every effort to ensure that The Mansion really has been 
restored to the high standard that it deserves. 
 

August saw the opening of the Garden Room Café Restaurant, which has been incredibly busy with lots 
of fantastic feedback from guests, both on the food and finishing touches!  There has been a phenomenal 
amount of interest in the Mansion, with both the BBC and ITV doing news stories as well as Radio 
Leeds, the Yorkshire Post and Yorkshire Evening Post. Indeed FoRP’s own Hilary and Peter Dyson, who 
were amongst the Café’s very first customers, appeared on the television being very complimentary!  
 

Now is no time to rest as the private events side of The Mansion has commenced.  The first Wedding 
took place on Saturday 5th September and conferences are now underway.  Bookings for Weddings, 
conferences and private dinners are certainly keeping the team on their toes. The Mansion looks set to 
become one of the most popular venues in the area once again.’ 
 
 
First wedding: Chris Dunne and Alaina Millward, ex- 
students of Leeds Met University who met at Centrica 
(‘British Gas’) were the first couple to tie the knot at 
The Mansion.  It must have taken courage to book the 
venue when they did as the building when viewed was 
still a shell. However, they instantly fell in love with 
the place and their faith in Dine to complete everything 
in time was repaid as they were delighted with their big 
day venue. 
   
Photos: Andy Burke and staff member proudly show us 
the restored staircase in all its glory. 



And didn’t the contractors do well to complete on 
schedule – if not ahead. When Daniel Gill, MD of 
Dine spoke to FoRP back in the Spring, we all hoped 
that his projected dates would be met but some 
doubted they would. The convoys of contractor 
vehicles parked along Mansion Lane had to be seen 
to be believed and wasn’t it marvellous to see the 
metal hoardings finally come down. The Heritage 
Lottery Fund Brief was to recreate the original views 
from The Mansion but only now can the reverse view 
be seen in all its glory as shown in our lead 
photograph. 
 

 

The area around the building has been beautifully finished and is wheelchair friendly. We’ve learned that 
designated disabled parking places will soon be marked out on the newly re-surfaced Mansion Lane. The 
Café Restaurant is open Sunday - Wednesday 10am - 5.30pm for light meals/refreshments (last orders 
5pm) and Thursday - Saturday 10am - 10pm when in the evenings dinner is served (last orders 9pm).   

 

See http://www.brianharte.co.uk/blog/ for some of his 
stunning photographs of the venue. 

 
 
 
                                    

Photo from Dine 

 
The Grab and Go Deli  

Located between the Visitor Centre and the Garden 
Room Café Restaurant, this facility is an innovation 
that deserves to succeed. Bring on the sunshine! 

 

 

 

First Corporate Event: Financial guru, Justin Urquhart Stewart of Seven 
Investment Management spoke at a seminar held by Yvonne Goodwin Wealth 
Management entitled 'Let's Celebrate Surviving the Recession'. 

Justin writes for FoRP, “If you are worried about the markets, the economy and 
even the state of the nation, I can recommend standing in the stunningly 
refurbished Mansion on a sunny September day in the glorious parkland of 
Roundhay. Suddenly life's not that bad after all."  

Thank you to all Dine staff at The Mansion for their assistance in compiling this feature article, including 
Jenny Mason for her email.



 
MEMBER PROFILE:  Valerie Kendall 

 
It was easy to arrange a meeting with Valerie 
because she's so busy!  Nearly every hour in her 
diary, it seems, is accounted for, so it was just a 
question of claiming one of the few vacant ones.  
Over a pleasant beverage and chat in the Garden 
Room café at The Mansion, her 'life story' 
emerged.   
 
Born in Durham, where she spent her childhood 
and early adult years, her father's job as 
Secretary of the County National Farmer's Union 
and his voluntary activities 
inculcated in her a respect and 
desire for public service.  To 
begin with though she first had 
to establish herself as someone 
with something to offer and 
soon rejecting what she saw as 
a boring job in a male- 
dominated bank, Valerie set 
about learning secretarial skills 
at the local Technical College, 
taking shorthand at a 
respectable 140 words per 
minute and typing at 70 words per minute in 
double quick time. 
 
In those days, to meet eligible bachelors meant 
either joining the Young Conservatives or the 
Young farmers!  She chose the former and met 
the latter in debating which she much enjoyed.  
Indeed, the first words she uttered to her 
husband-to-be was in a debate entitled 'Eat, 
drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die' and 
the words spoken were 'Mr Chairman'! 
 
Her organisational skills came to the fore when 
as Vice Chairman of the YCs in 1961 she 
organised a barbeque to raise monies for World 
Refugees, in the process meeting local 
dignitaries and raising £1,500 in a single day.  
She had obtained a job in the General Office at 
Durham University from where she applied for 
the position as personal Assistant to the Vice 
Chancellor. 
 
A consequence of marriage in the same year led 
to a move away from the North East with 
sojourns in Kent, Surrey, York, Norwich, 

Cambridgeshire and finally to Leeds in 1983. 
Ever curious and seeking fulfilment, on her 
travels Valerie became a Parish Councillor and 
entered the world of journalism, boasting 
editorship of the Independent at one stage - the 
Huntingdon Independent that is!  In addition, her 
CV includes an Open University course, Citizens 
Advice Bureau counselling, fundraising for the 
Party, a Management Course for Women, PR 
and Marketing work. In the latter role, a trip to 
San Jose coincided with an earthquake.  Taking 

that in her stride arguably 
acquits her for any attacks she 
might encounter in politics! 
 
Somehow between jobs and 
public service, four children, 
two boys and two girls, came 
along and three of them have 
presented her with 6 
grandchildren with an age 
variation between 19 and 2. 
One daughter's reception was 
held at none other a place than 

The Mansion in August 1986 before setting up 
home in South Africa, moving to Botswana, Fiji 
and different parts of Australia, providing 
admirable holiday locations for Valerie 
involving many fun-packed adventures. 
 
The list of her current activities is endless eg 
Trustee of West Yorkshire Playhouse, a Trustee 
of the Leeds Tapestry, on the Committee of the 
Lord Mayor's Charity, Deputy Executive 
member for Adult Health & Social Care and 
Member of the Council's Scrutiny Board 
(Central and Corporate) overseeing the decisions 
of the Executive Board, ever keen to challenge 
unnecessary expenditure.  A Governor of both 
Kerr Mackie and Roundhay School Technology 
College, Valerie became a Councillor for the 
Roundhay Ward in 2004 thereby establishing a 
long association with FoRP. With restricted 
budgets, she has nevertheless tried along with 
her fellow councillors to bring about 
improvements to the area.  Whatever one's 
politics, her dedication and commitment to a 
cause have to be admired. 

 
 
 



ROUND-UP! 
 

 “The kiss of the sun for pardon 
The song of the bird for mirth 

One is nearer God’s Heart in a garden 
Than anywhere else on earth.” 

 

 (From ‘God's Garden’ by Dorothy Frances 
Gurney) 

 

 
 

‘The kiss of the sun for pardon’ was a favourite of 
many visitors to Canal Gardens but rotted away 
over the years. The Park asked a FoRP member 
(Guess who? – Eds) to carve a new plaque and here 
the oak panel is fitted into place. (Incidentally it is 
the wall that is wonky; our plaque is precisely 
plumb. Go and see for yourself!).  
 
Lynda Kitching writes: 
Did you know that John Barran is buried in Beckett 
Street Cemetery, which is opposite the Thackray 
Museum? He is mentioned in the book by 
Roundhay resident and author Sylvia Barnard, ‘To 
Prove I’m Not Forgot’- Living and Dying in a 
Victorian City. 
 

The book had been out of print for some years but 
was recently republished and launched by the 
Friends of Beckett Street Cemetery (FoBSC) at the 
Thackray Museum. In view of the Barran link, 
FoRP’s then Chairman, John Richards was 
presented with a signed copy of the book for the 
Lester Library.  
 

This well-researched book tells the stories of many 
people, young and old, who lie in Beckett Street 
Cemetery – but more than that, it details life and 
death in a rapidly expanding city during Victorian 
England, highlighting issues of national concern 
and how the decision-makers at all levels responded 
to those challenges to shape their cities. 
 

The book is available from Leeds Civic Trust’s 
bookshop, Wharf Street, Leeds LS2 7EQ, or online 
at www.leedscivictrust.org.uk and from the 
Thackray Museum, Beckett Street, Leeds LS9 7LN. 
 

 
 

The photograph shows John Richards being 
presented with a copy of the book by FoBSC’s 
Chairman, Alun Pugh. Sylvia Barnard is in the 
background. 
 

Upper Lake Fountain Oops!   
Just as the Mansion opened, what happened to the 
fountain on the Upper Lake? Well, the pump failed 
and had to be taken away for specialist repairs to 
contractors who then were required to undertake 
priority Emergency & Disaster work. It should be 
back soon. 
 

Green Algae 
The top lake has suffered this unsightly incursion 
during the summer. The absence of the fountain was 
entirely coincidental and its operation would not 
have prevented this eyesore. Lakes and rivers across 
the country have fallen foul to green algae 
following a long period of hot weather in June and 
then rainy weather thereafter allowing phosphates 
from fields and roads to flow into watercourses. 
Unlike the deep, cold Waterloo Lake, the Upper 
Lake is shallow and relatively warm – ideal 
conditions for the algae to spread. It



 
 

could not be realistically cleared but the cooler 
weather of Autumn has already seen it disappear.  
 

Geology Trail 
Regular Geology Trail Walks continue to be led 
by a geologist on the second Saturday of 
alternate months (ie Jan, Mar, May etc.) starting 
from the Visitor Centre at 1.30pm. No 
knowledge of geology is assumed. Allow two 
hours and please wear sensible footwear, as 
paths may be muddy. 
 

 
 

Leaflets available from the Visitor Centre, price only £1.00 
 

The walks are for Members and non-Members, 
so please give the initiative all the support that 
you can.  There is no need to book.    

  
Contact Bill Fraser on 0113 2608764 or Bob 
Reid on 0113 2668078 for further details. 
  
Lester Library 
Bernard Lester’s daughter Elizabeth (from 
Israel) and family were able to visit the Library 
in August. 
 

 
From L-R Lynda Kitching, Jacqui Hurst, Elizabeth (nee 
Lester) son Boaz, husband Benny, daughter Sharon, David 
Binns and grandsons (front)  – also present was Sharon’s 
husband Peter. 
 

The Library has been opening weekly since 
March and FoRP, in conjunction with the 
Council, are experimenting with times to 
determine the best arrangements for the future. It 
is intended to improve the signage and 
promotion of The Library.  
 

More volunteers are needed and anyone 
interested should contact David Binns via the 
FoRP addresses or by telephone on 0113 
2932893. The task involves sitting in the Library 
area, which will enable one to enjoy the contents 
of the Library and simply keep an eye on any 
books being used there or checking them out on 
loan. The more volunteers there are the less 
onerous it is going to be. 

The Glory of the Garden 

“Oh, Adam was a gardener, and God who made 
him sees 

That half a proper gardener's work is done upon 
his knees, 

So when your work is finished, you can wash 
your hand and pray  

For the Glory of the Garden, that it may not pass 
away! 

And the Glory of the Garden it shall never pass 
away!'' 

(From the poem by Rudyard Kipling) 



  

 
 

PARK MANAGEMENT 
 

Wild Flower Meadow: FoRP have liaised with Emma Trickett, Senior Parks and Countryside 
Ranger, regarding this project, the costs of which FoRP has paid in full. Jon Vogler writes - ‘You will see 
that the hillside just South of the Small Lake has had the turf "inverted" by a vast mechanical digger 
(don't worry; its caterpillar tracks will soon disappear under grass growth). We helped mark out and 
cordon off the work area and the next stage is that it will be rotavated. When it is dry, hopefully within a 
few weeks, we have undertaken to rake it and sow the seed. The actual borders will be defined by the 
mowing regime - only a couple of times a year for the meadow in contrast to the more frequent routine 
for the surrounding grass. The plan is that, as well as giving pleasure to all park users, the meadow will 
provide an environment within which children attending the Education Rooms can collect and identify 
bugs and wild flowers and observe butterflies. It will take a year or two to establish but please enjoy 
watching its progress. And, of course, if you could help with that big raking and seed-scattering job in 
late September or early October, please send Jon an email - jon@vogler.demon.co.uk We shall make it a 
family occasion, with children able to do lots of scattering and then watch things grow in the years that 
follow. We may also plant more daffodil bulbs: a charity wants to create a daffodil trail’.  

 
Treasure Hunts: These proved to be so popular on the Family Fun Day that forms continue to be 
available in the Visitor Centre and prizes await those who successfully complete their hunts. 

 
Tropical World:  Opening dates for Totally Tropical Christmas have yet to be finalised but Rebecca 
Norcliffe, Visitor Services Manager, has ideas to improve the event. 

  
Green Flag:  Another flag has been won. Next year presents the opportunity of gaining the top award. 
 

Play Area Consultation: Leeds City Council have secured funding to develop a new play space at 
The Park by the existing skateboard park. To help them with the design, they welcome your views and 
those of children on the project and comments on the design possibilities. 

 
Please either complete the pdf form  (available from FoRP) or go along to the consultation event 
on Thursday 24th September which is being held in the Education Rooms. 
 
The proposed works will create a play space suitable for children aged 8 to 14. 
  
The Council are keen to know: 
 
What would make the Park play area better for users? 
What do you do when you visit the Park play area? 
What are the problems regarding the existing play area? 
What type of equipment would you like to see included in the new play area? 
 
 
Consultation closes on 31st October 2009.  Forms should be returned to: Vicki Marsden, 
Strategic Play Officer, 6th Floor East, Merrion House, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds, LS2 8DT 
or brought to the consultation event. 
 

 



FoRP Joining/Renewing Membership Form                                                               Sept’09 
 

Yearly membership of FoRP costs £10 for a single member or £15 for a household membership.  This can be paid 
by cheque payable to ‘Friends of Roundhay Park ’ or preferably by setting up a Standing Order using the mandate 
below.  Additional donations always welcome. 
 
I would like to join / renew/ upgrade * my membership of Friends of Roundhay Park   (*delete as applicable) 
 
Name………………………………………       Address…………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………     Post Code…………………….… 
 
Telephone number……………………………….......E-mail…………………………………………. 
 
If you are NOT enclosing a cheque, please complete the Standing Order Mandate  below 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Gift Aid Declaration 
 
Declaration for Tax Reclaim purposes: 
I declare my intention that tax should be recovered under the Gift Aid Scheme on all donations I make from the 
date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. I have read and understood the points listed below. 
 
Signed………………………………........................... Date………………………………............. 
 
Name………………………………....    Address………………………………............................. 
 
………………………………...........................…….       Post Code ……………………………… 
 
Important Notes: 
1.You should pay enough tax to cover the amount reclaimed by Friends of Roundhay Park on your giving.  Relevant tax is any income tax (at 
whatever rate) or capital gains tax. If you cease to be a tax payer, or to pay enough tax, you should notify us. If too much tax is recovered on 
your giving, you will be liable to refund the Inland Revenue. 
2. Please notify us if you change your name or address. 
3. You are entitled to cancel this declaration at any time. Simply notify us in writing if you wish to do so.  Unless and until you cancel your 
declaration we will continue to reclaim tax on all your giving. 
4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment Tax Return 
 
Please note you only need complete this form once (not each year).  It is an ongoing authorization to reclaim tax 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Standing Order Mandate 

 
To……………………………….Bank PLC      Address  ………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………..    Post Code  …………………… 
 
Please pay Lloyds Bank, Vicar Lane Branch, 2 The Headrow, Leed s LS1 6PN 
 
For the credit of Friends of Roundhay Park   Sort Code 30-98-93  Account No. 0529066 
 
The sum of £…………………..(figures)……………………………... … … … … (words) 
 
Commencing………………………..(date) and annually  thereafter until further notice. 
 
Please debit my account accordingly.  This instruction cancels and replaces my previous standing order in favour 
of Friends of Roundhay Park 
 
Account to be debited………………………………........  Account Number … … … … … 
 
Signature(s)……………………………………………….. Date       … ……… …. 
 
Please send this form to: The Membership Secretary, FoRP, PO Box 129, Leeds L S8 1WY 

 
Friends of Roundhay Park is a Company Limited by Guarantee, Registration Number 4476202 in England. Registered Office: 

34 Park Cross Street LEEDS LS1 2QH   Registered Charity number 1097692



… and so to bed 
 

Once again, John and his team of gardeners have delighted all visitors to the Park with 
their showcase flowerbeds.  We perhaps take these for granted without fully appreciating 
the hard work that goes into producing them. First he has to come up with an idea 
appropriate to the times then choose the colours and plants that will suit – no mean task, 
particularly if the effect is to last over the summer.   
 
By reproducing the photographs below, the beds will be remembered long after the blooms 
have faded. 

 
The Bee as it reflects the plight of our bees, especially the brown-bottomed Bumblebee  

 

 
 
 

The Rocket to celebrate the anniversary of Man landing on the Moon 
 

 
 

Both photographs courtesy of John Roebuck 
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               We remind all-comers that Newsletters are only placed on the FoRP 

website a while after members receive their copies.  So if not a fully paid 
up member, use the Form inside to guarantee your own personal copy, 
hot off the press. 

 
               If you’ve enjoyed what you’ve read and seen in this Newsletter, do please 

consider the second page Special Offer.  As they say, ‘there’s no time like 
the present’, so act NOW to avoid disappointment come Christmas time!  

                
               Letters/items for next Newsletter – please contact us direct, write to FoRP 

at the address given on the cover page or email news@forp.co.uk 
                                    

   
   Alan & Michèle Jackson                                                                Sept 2009 

 

 
Roundhay Park ‘Up and Coming’ Event List – do please check first 

 

                14th Nov        1.30pm Geology Trail Guided Walk 
                24th Sep        3 - 6pm Consultation re Play Area  - meet at the Education Rooms 
                27th Sep         Triathlon – Professionals go the Xtramile in safety -  early doors! 
                 4th Oct         2 - 4pm - Autumn Leaves Walk - meet at main Gates to Princes Ave 
               25th Oct         2 - 4pm - Fungus foray - meet at entrance to Visitor Centre  
                 5th Nov         Bonfire Night - Soldiers Field 
               13th Dec         10am - 4pm - Natural Christmas Decoration making - Education Rooms 
               19th Dec          Totally Tropical Christmas - dates to be confirmed 
                  9th Jan          1.30pm Geology Trail Guided Walk. 

 
 

 
Roundhay Park ‘Past’ Event List 

 
30th May        Yorkshire Cancer Centre Gala – Fun-tastic for all in the sun 
 
11th Jul          Geology Trail Guided Walk – excellent as ever but few           

          attended – make a note in your diary of the next one 
   

30th Jul          “Summer Fun Day” – a celebration of Love Parks Week supported                       
                       by FoRP 


