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JULIA WILSON'’S LETTER INFORMATION

| still can’t quite believe it! We're going to havg
our FORP calendar this year after all!

Report of the previous Trustees’ Meeting Bn

At the AGM 1 told Members that, in spite of all 25" August will be presented.

the wonderful preparation work by Bob Rejd

and Cecily Jarvis, we couldn’t afford to produge Working Parties take place on the secorld
the calendar and must postpone till next ygar Saturday of each month, meeting in the

when we would seek commercial sponsorsflip.} nansion Car Park. or as advised. at 10am.
All that suddenly changed when 13 hands flgw ’ ’

up offering £100 each to fund production! Over Saturday f0July

the next few days a total of £2,000 was secufed Saturday f4August

- £1,300 in loans from individual Members fo Saturday T1September
be repaid from proceeds of sales and £700 ffo Saturday ™M90ctober
sponsors. Saturday 13November

Thanks to all who came forward with loans

: ; : - | Friends’ Garden upkeep: Usually every othe
Your enthusiasm is really appreciated. Thaflks

Tuesday morning (with a 10 o’clock starg),
coffee and cakes are provided — see item insigle.

Valerie Kendall, Ready Steady Store Bpf J| Lester Library: Saturdays 2-5pm until winter
Roseville Road, Yvonne Goodwin Weal
Management, Ford Campbell Freedman and
WHS Accountants Limited. We really value
your support.

Geology Trail Guided Walks: see Events Lis
on the last page.

Please also watch notice boards, the local pess
etc for more events and detalils.

calendar as soon as it is available (eadrly
September). All money raised from sales gd@es
into FORP funds and is used to fund our worlgin
the Park.

Items for sale: FORP cards and a quality Prift
are for sale at The Visitor Centre. See over ffor
information about the FORP calendar 2011.

Editorial

Thank you to all readers who passed on the FORP Application For enclosed within the last
Edition. We repeat the insert for you to kindly pass on to andter friend or neighbour - FORP really

does need to increase its membership. The referencethe top right-hand corner allows FORP to
monitor how many new members join, and from which sourceso we can judge whether the
exercise is worthwhile or not.

The crossword generated some interest but this editiaonly taxes your eyes — we hope you enjoy it.
(As always, Michele cannot be held responsible for the atteoted humorous items.)

Alan & Michele Jackson



‘FORP Calendar 2011’

A few weeks in preparation, followed by a monthdekpair, when funding was an issue,
we are so glad that against all odds, it's goingappen! As Julia identifies in her letter,
seven sponsors have come on board and pledges06f ffdm thirteen members have
made the calendar a viable proposition.

We'll tell all members on email when the calendaavailable and are hoping to launch to
an eager public at the Farmers’ Market off G&tober —truly a red letter day. It will
also be on sale at selected outlets eg Tropicald\ord The Lakeside Café (but not the
Visitor Centre) and via the FORP website.

We must sell 500 calendars at £7.99 each by thettite year to guarantee a substantial
profit from the venture. Please do support thigative because if it's a success, we hope
to produce a calendar every year. Our only conedlihthen be how to manage the
expected bidding war between sponsors who will wishe part of what will become an
indispensable annual local purchase and/or gift.

FoRP’s stunning set @én cardswith scenes from the Park are also still availableey
cost £1 each card and are blank inside for yourii@wour own greetings or message.

AT T

The Visitor Centre sells the cards and Val Bellnpror send an email with all your
requirements tonessages@forp.co.ulor write to PO Box 129, Leeds LS8WY, not
forgetting to give your contact details.

NEW ROLE OF MARKETING MANAGER

Annie Carr responded to the ad in the last Nevesiétr a Publicity Manager. Pushirlg
the boat out further, we ask if you (or one of ydamily) fancy a role as FoRP
Marketing Manager? You would find new outlets FRP products such as the cargls,
Val Bell Print and calendar. There’s also the opputy to suggest and bring to market
other fund raising ventures. Just think how gdoaauld feel, if through your efforts
FORP funds are swelled to help us embark on neyegs within the Park. A
successful younger candidate would be able to decthe post in their CV — next stef a
certain Lord’s Apprentice?

If interested in taking on such a role - pleasauteknow via the usual FORP addres
or by telephone on 0113 2932893.

es
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Report of FORP AGM — 9" June

Full minutes available from David Binns via news@forp.co.uk
Matters covered elsewhere in this Newsletter are odnitte

Julia Wilson took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the meétergopening remarks recalled the
formulation of the Action Plan — see separate item - laadind reception given to her

Thirty attended and apologies were received from twelve.

The Accounts prepared by Ford Campbell Freedman for 2009/2010 were eapmaod The
Treasurer’s Report received. The deficit for the yeas £&82 which has come out of reserves.

Kris Nenadic (Principal Parks Area Manager) reported infouelgt on several matters, including
litter bins, traffic management, the proposed Oakwood Clock N&asd and Play Area. He also
mentioned, jocularly, that at the end of July, the Serbiagdielsa Olympic Rowing Team will be
practising on Waterloo Lake.

In response to his comments, the future of the old toilets oppbis& Roundhay Fox was questioned.
There are proposals to convert these into a Disabled/Childeailisy.

As regards the Lester Library, FORP are now receiving fnetp a professional Librarian/Archivist,
who came to us through the Council Volunteering Scheme. Books are b&iwgoed and an Archive is
to be started. So, if anyone has photographs, memories, menagratuli relating to Roundhay Park,
could they please consider passing them onto the Architer @itiginals or copies.

Discussions took place regarding the advertising of EventeiRark and the need to make this more
comprehensive and accessible. Post-meeting contacts hakked@s John Ferguson volunteering to put
together a monthly Event List, which will be placed in publi@arand on-line. This is currently still a
developing idea and further information will appear in a futueevdletter.

Councillor Valerie Kendall informed the meeting that the wdrkshe Oakwood Clock have been
detailed and costed. The funds will be released, it is thowdjlet) Tesco (who are providing these funds
as part of the Planning Approval for the Store re-development) eoacerworks. There is a delay at the
moment relating to the Homebase lease.

In response to concern re unruly behaviour etc, members weseddwireport problems in the Park
as follows:
- During office hours: Park Office 0113 214 5715
- Outside normal hours: Parkwatch 0113 232 9973
(This is a 24 hour monitored ansaphone and messages areMetdrcycle Rangers)
- Emergencies — Police 999

Members who are on email but do not receive general informain and minutes of meetings from
FoRP are missing out. All this information is sent to Membrs by “blind copy”, so privacy is

assured and there is no risk of contamination, etc. If you wh to be included, kindly send an email
from your address to news@forp.co.uk

Membership: Henceforth, all new Membership Cards will be issued during Mardwall be valid from
1st April to 31st March of the following year. This is irredpex of the various dates when Members
renewals may be dueNew Members will have a card issued at the time of joimwvigich will then be
renewed on 1st April as above.

In future, the Membership Cards may be distributed with tlaecM Newsletter, which will save some
postage costs and a lot of shoe leather!

If any Members who currently pay by cheque could transfer themeatg to a Standing Order, it would
be greatly appreciated, as it would help to reduce the amoutimef required on Membership
administration.



PROGRESS ON OUR ACTION PLAN

Raising the profile of FORP is crucial because:
it hopefully will result in increased membership - the maeeple know about us / what we do
it will make sure that we continue to be taken serioustnsalted
it will make sure more potential sponsors are aware of us

Past experience has shown that the most effective way efising membership is a direct approach/face
to face contact rather than leaflets, letters, advertisiaglt is also the most cost-effective option. That's
why attendance at the Farmers’ Market, presence in the LLaéistary, meeting people whilst on working
parties, any talks we can do or members just generally chadtipgople they know are methods we
use/plan to use.

A first priority is to develop good relationships with the localdia and supply them with a steady supply
of information so that we can have a reasonable media peedatecneed to think of a variety of items,

ideally ones where we can also supply good pictures to the medlimie Carr has offered to help us

with this.

In the pipeline:

* FORP is planning the production of a DVD featuring Roundhay Park di@dé. It will be a
chronological compilation of Roundhay Park material and purpose-madeRér By the Yorkshire Film
Archive. Included will be some of the events that have takareph the Park over the years, such as live
concerts as well as more personal items eg weddingss taesthe funfair, swimming pool etc. Does
anyone have any cine or video footage that could be used? Thediidd/D should be suitable for talks
to groups, special shows, etc. Peter Lockwood has offered toratkes project for which we are most
grateful. Michael Minniken has also offered to compiléAadio Visual show.

« involvement with the volunteering scheme in conjunction dithn Roebuck and his team — see below
* publicity for the Friends’ Garden - our ongoing maintenance work amething to encourage people
to come forward (Judith Rothenburg, who is the primary mover withghoject, or Jane Binns/Lynda
Kitching, will be able to help with this story.)

A Review Meeting is being planned in the next few weekstladontributing base is to be extended.

THE PARK VOLUNTEERING SCHEME

You will have seen from the leaflet posted out with your new 2010éeship Card that Roundhay Park
is introducing its own Volunteering Scheme. It provides an opportunitsnéoe people to participate in
the care of our Park and to enjoy the chance to carry ouwtdskitrticultural tasks alongside experts. It's
all about people having a good time whilst at the same time domgthing worthwhile.

John Roebuck is setting up the Volunteering Scheme as one of hisigwitsr 2010. He hopes that

ideally volunteers will take part one day a week alongside Raffkesd that they will carry out various

tasks such as planting and caring for the specialist gardelpsng with special planting schemes etc.
Full training will be given and it's a great way of learningvnskills, keeping fit and meeting like-

minded people of all ages. Experience as a volunteer also looksogoadCV and can make all the
difference when job hunting.

The Volunteering Scheme will initially be confined to Tuesdays in the longer term, as it becomes
more established, it is hoped to extend to other days oid¢bé&.

The first step to becoming a volunteer is to fill out fiben in the Park Volunteering leaflet available at
the Visitor Centre, Tropical World and Explorers Café. You wdirt be invited to a meeting at the Park
to learn more about what's available and find out what will be atrimterest to you. Training sessions
can then be made available to you so that you can leaskills required.

If you would like to participate but have not yet applied, it's too late to pick up the leaflet and if
there’s anyone else you know who may be interested, pleasthjsasformation to them.



TENNIS COURTS

In this day and age of cutbacks, Leeds City Council just doesné kafficient funds to spend the
necessary money on properly refurbishing the public tennis coutte iRark. Approaches by FORP to
the Lawn Tennis Association proved unproductive, which is surprising alhére talk at Wimbledon is
about finding talented English players who can challenge for trophmées. tWhere better than public
courts to find and nurture keen players from backgrounds othethtbavell-heeled?

Compare and contrast: on the left The Hollies, on the righh&hay Park courts

Councillor Matthew Lobley has investigated Grants which might \@lable for carrying out some
improvements to the Courts but first it requires a fully docuetknase to get things moving. FORP are
looking for someone who could co-ordinate a programme: a plamgfaign is already in place.

000

Dog Walking Survey

Leeds City Council, although recognising that most dog owners apbn®bly, are considering
implementing a number of Dog Control Orders

fouling of land by dogs and the removal of dog faeces as appkasiya

the keeping of dogs on leads in certain areas

the putting, and keeping, of dogs on leads when directed tolmloaoauthorised officer

the exclusion of dogs from specified land (see map on LCC webiteh includes the
Playground at Roundhay Park) and

the number of dogs which a person may take on to any land (principaikyed at professional
dog walkers).

The consultation exercise is taking place between 21st May anddjisst 2010. You can take part in
the consultation on line &ttps://consult.leeds.gov.uk/leeds/KMS/elab.aspx?noip=1&Campaignld=124

Exceptions will apply to registered blind persons or to persons wh@medy assistance dog trained by
Dogs for the Disabled, support dogs or Canine Partners for Independéhca disability affecting
mobility, manual dexterity, physical co-ordination or abilitylif, carry or otherwise move everyday
objects.

000

STOP PRESS

The dreaded green algae has re-appeared on the Upper Lake



MEMBER PROFILE: Bob Reid

Born 1931, the youngest of five (four sisters!) in
a Presbyterian Manse in a small village, Co
Down, N. Ireland. School, up to the age of 11,
was a two-teacher elementary school followed
by a Grammar School in the neighbouring town
where | developed a love of rugby and physics.

After my father died in 1948, we moved from
the Manse to Belfast where | studied physics at
Queen’s University. On graduating | spent a
further year of study in Electronics (the transistor
was not yet developed!) at Southampton
University - more rugby - followed by three
years as an Electronics engineer with Vickers
Armstrong in Weybridge, Surrey.

Then two bits of sheer good luck.

While on holiday in Dublin | met a

friend who had been in the same

year in Queens; he was just

completing his Ph.D thesis at the

Dublin Institute of Advanced

Studies. He showed me round his

project and introduced me to his

Professor - an hour later | had

signed up for a postgraduate

scholarship in Cosmic Radiation!

Dublin was a lovely city - lively

theatre, friendly relaxed

atmosphere and | morphed from being a wing
forward to a centre threequarter with Dublin
University Rugby Club.

A year later, research results suggested
duplicating our experiment in the Tropics, so off
to Jamaica in 1957.

Second bit of luck - | developed a boil on my
neck and who should treat me at the University
Hospital but a lovely girl from N. Ireland!
Noreen and | returned to Ireland in late 1958 to
get married and for me to write up my research
work before returning to Jamaica, this time to a
lectureship in Physics at the University College
of the West Indies. Jamaica was brilliant but also
hard work. For me each morning started with an
8am lecture while Noreen was registrar in charge
of a very hectic Casualty Dept at the University
Hospital. We still made time for caving, beaches,
mountains (Blue Mountain Peak is over 7000 ft)
and a varied social life.

Four people, one English, one Welsh, one Scot
and myself started rugby on the island; when we
left in 1962 there were five full clubs including
the West India Regiment and University sides.
According to a recent Rugby World magazine
there are now over 9000 registered players on
the island!!

A national cosmic ray experiment, based on a
moorland site near Harrogate involving Leeds,
Durham, Imperial College and Nottingham
Universities was just starting so, in 1962, |
joined the staff of Leeds Physics Dept. Leeds
was initially something of a shock - it is much
easier to adapt to a foreign culture than it is to
adjust, on returning, to one’s own; our two
daughters were born in Leeds
which helped us to reintegrate.
Also | spent two years as a
warden of students in Bodington
Hall - a most enjoyable
experience which involved us all-
and that was followed by seven
years as the University Adviser to
Overseas Students.

The origin of cosmic radiation is

in itself a fascinating study but it

was ideal for me in many other
ways. First, it preserved my sanity by ensuring
that | spent at least one day per week out of the
department at the research site on the moors. It
involved travel to international conferences and
other periods abroad including six weeks on an
experiment down a gold mine in S. Dakota and a
similar period setting up an experiment at the
South Pole!!

A record throw around the Pole

On retirement | used the opportunity to develop
an interest in geology - Noreen and | attended
lectures and took exams in the Adult Education
department in Leeds. Since then we have



enjoyed many field trips/geology holidays. |  importantly, to understand. | continued with
even became a student again taking, and lectures to schools, university societies and
enjoying, an OU geology course. Retirement Institute of Physics audiences on the physics of
didn’t mean a complete break with physics as the returning boomerangs.

first year laboratory was in need of new _ ) _
experiments and post-graduate students had to be L@t and most importantly, 1 got involved with
trained to a role which was quite new to them. | FORP where I have made many good friends and
also acted as an Open University summer school have enjoyed putting some positive input to a
tutor in physics - sheer joy to help mature people wonderful park.l commend this activity to
who really wanted to learn and, more ou!

—————— 000

A rarely seen inhabitant of the Park

Photo courtesy of Michael Minnikin

We’d heard about a couple of roe deer having been spotted on the MuBicip&ourse adjacent to the
Park and it seems this photograph was taken by FoRPer Michted same day. We wonder where they
came from originally — escapees from Harewood House? If agim@ the route taken to get to the Park
—via ‘The Deer Park’ in Street Lane no dould#d¢: sorry for that but couldn’t resjst

Anyway, how wonderful to see this proof of their existence in Rounéaaly, harking back to the days
when Roundhay was a three square mile hunting park for the Dehmily bf Pontefract Castle — 13
century. Recently we’d read at Markington Hall (the gem betwRipley and Ripon) that an estate owner
would enclose his park with a mound and ditch, such that deenwhthpark could not get out but strays
from elsewhere could leap in — was that the origin ohtd&a? [Eds: sorry once agajn



FORP WORKING PARTIES: Jon Vogler

Working parties have been well attended and
much enjoyed - particularly the ones where we
dealt with drainage along the Gorge footpath. At
one stage it looked like one of those wrestling-
in-mud events but, by the end, the footpath
should be 5W (walkable in wet weather without
wellies). Please let us know if you encounter
any further soggy patches along this path.

The drainage work team

This work followed on from our landscaping of
the Dog's Mouth Spring. We have created a
delightful pool into which the water, and sundry
dogs and children, splash contentedly. We
performed heroic feats to plantrocks in the
outcrop between the pool from the path, only to
have these rolled back into the water by vandals.
So, undaunted, we added even bigger rocks and
concreted them in. Unless the yobs bring an
arbalast it should now survive any assault. This
Spring there was an even more extraordinary
display of primroses among the rocks above
(although some idiot picked them towards the
end) and in October we shall augment them with
more and with selected ferns.

We cleared away two vast, venerable, scraggy
rhododendrons from the point where the Ram
Beck enters the Upper Lake. This revealed
an enchanting view up the beck and we
submitted proposals to enhance it with selective
planting, particularly in the boggy beck

margins. However we were asked to delay this
until the autumn in order to see how the area
regenerated naturally, and also to carry out a
survey of the existing flora. This we did in May,

under the guidance of a senior Parks-and-
Countryside Ranger, and listed no less than

24 different plants, 10 tree species and six fauna.
We have revised our planting recommendations
accordingly and hope to add that to our autumn
planting schedule. We are committed to making
additions of daffodils to the Marie Curie Field of
Hope so, with the Dog’s Mouth Spring and some
possible top-up of the wild-flower meadow, it is
going to be a busy autumn!

Once that is done we have been asked to clear
brushwood that hides a second beck - the one
that flows beneath the path from the Mansion to
the North end of the Upper Lake. This should
open up another lovely vista. Winter will be a
good time to do it - without leaves it will be
easier to distinguish the wood from the trees and
we shall not disturb any nesting birds.

The wildflower meadow (just below the South

corner of the Upper Lake) has just started to
show some results after a disappointingly sparse
start. However, we have been told not to
be despondent - it may take a year or two to
reach maturity.

Our proposal to erect bird feeders was rejected
by the Park Management, on the grounds that it
will  encourage rats, particularly because
members of the public would probably scatter
bread around the feeders. We are disappointed
but acknowledge the problem.

Cleared area beyond Upper Lake

Finally we are delighted that the Park Staff have
taken advantage of our hard work last summer,
when we bashed the Balsam (Himalayan,
not Friars) below the Sham Castle. We mowed it
and cleared the area of rocks and logs so that the



Park's large mowers can safely cut it and this
they are now doing. The area is progressively
returning to grassland and provides an idyllic
picnic spot, a little removed from the busiest
areas.

As you will see from the above, we have had an
active time and have some challenging and
satisfying tasks ahead of us. We are delighted to
have been joined by several new volunteer
workers. In particular two teenagers assisted us
in order to get their Duke of
Edinburgh's Awards. This is a very satisfactory
arrangement; if you know of any young people
attempting the Award during the coming year,
please encourage them to contact us. We shall
promise them a warm welcome, some
challenging but not over-daunting work in
cheerful company and signatures on their cards
at the end.

Working parties are a fertile recruitment

opportunity. Passers-by who stop, either to
interrogate or congratulate us, to complain about
something or (if canine) to eat our biscuits, are
sitting ducks when a membership form and pen
are placed before them. So if you don't fancy
getting muddy or hefting rocks but have a

nice smile or just like a good gossip, why not
join us and talk to passers by? You will be

included in the coffee breaks.

We had our usual FoRP working party on
Saturday (8th) and were delighted to find 15
people turned up, including some people new to
our working parties.

We dug out an extremely muddy ditch on the
side of the Gorge footpath, near the Dog’s
Mouth Spring, to try and stop the water draining
over the footpath and making it unpleasant to
walk on.

It was very dirty work and we all got muddy

(some considerably more than others!!!) but a
good time was had by all, and the pathway is
now much improved, (was actually dry when we
walked through on Sunday).

Health & Safety Lecture?

Peter and Hilary also brought us some very
welcome coffee and scones to revitalise us for
the last hour!

We were so pleased that so many people had
turned up, (both new volunteers and regulars)
and with the amount or work that was done by
such a large team, that we thought we ought to
include this note in the Newsletter to say
THANK YOU to all involved and to remind
everyone that ALL are welcome to join us on
future working parties.

If you'd like any further details, do contact me,
Jon Vogler, on 0113 2661885 or
jon@vogler.demon.co.uk

FRIENDS’ GARDEN

Are you interested in learning about unusual plants, pruning and ggaedah maintenance? We have
the job for you! Do you enjoy good company, fresh air and light ex@rdid@me along to the
Friends’Garden, which is at the Old Park Road end of the Czeralens and join our team as they keep

this lovely area well-maintained.

At present we are meeting every Tuesday morning in the run bp tBritain in Bloom’ judging day but
thereafter will revert to our usual fortnightly sessions faroaple of hours. Please ring Jane — 0113

2932893 for an initial chat.



PARK MANAGEMENT

A number of meetings have taken place between FORP OfficefsPark Management since the last
Newsletter. These have been beneficial for both andottoperation that exists bodes well for the future.

The proposed new play space for 8-13 year olds funded under The Playbalidere has yet to be
submitted to the Planners though work must be completed by the end &f 2041t otherwise the money
will be re-allocated. The location next to the skatek garunder scrutiny. The design will offer good
access to disabled children, ensuring compliance with digaluigcrimination legislation and be
attractive to both girls and boys. The equipment will providedodnil with creative, safe and accessible
play facilities - not just traditional swings and slides kquipment which boosts imagination and skill.
Wherever the site is finally located, under the schemayst be openly accessible and be free of charge.

The pylons within the Tram Car Park at Roundhay Park are a causencérn because of severe
corrosion. After removal they will be inspected and a decisiade as to whether they can be replaced.

The photos show John Roebuck’s wonderful flowerbed designs that arallerg kids for this summer.



IN, AROUND AND ABOUT THE PARK

“There once was a sculptor named Phideous
Whose sculptures by most were thought hideous
He carved Aphrodite
Without even a nightie
Which shocked all the fussy fastidious.”

(Contributed to the web by Natalie Moffitt)

Photo competitions

If you missed out on selection of one of your
photos for the FORP calendar, fear not because
you have other chances. ‘Postcards from the
Park’ is the name of a competition being run by
the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Big Lottery and
the parks charity Greenspace. Categories are
wildlife, people at play and heritage. To enter go
to http://www.postcardsfromthepark.org.uk
Closing date is L August 2010.

Another photo competition is being run by The
Friends of Temple Newsam. For full details pick
up a leaflet and entry form from Temple

Newsam or send a stamped addressed envelope

to Howard Andrews, 31 Hillcrest Drive,
Castleford, WF10 3QW. The closing date is also
1% August.

Dragon Boats

If you missed the Charity Dragon Boat race in
aid of Martin House Children's Hospice on 23rd
May, see this video posted on the web by Alex
Myers.
http://vimeo.com/groups/ghl/videos/12032177
It's not too late to ‘give a little bit of your cash’
to the charity.

A Wild Day Out

Listen to visitors to this RSPB event
http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/leeds/hi/people _and
places/nature/newsid 8716000/8716705.stm

What can you do for nature? See next item.

Britain in Bloom

The Friends’ Garden is to be an important
feature in Leeds entry to the “Britain in Bloom”
competition. In order that it looks at its best, a
final tidy up will take place on Tuesday’3
August — as many as possible volunteers, please
attend.

The Judges are scheduled to visit on Thursday
5th August 2010 at around 1.30 pm. They will
only be there for 10-15 minutes before going on
to the Monet, Alhambra and the former Chelsea
Garden, The Largest Room in the House’

Chelsea Flower Show

Photo from Leeds City Council website

The ‘Hesco Bastion Garden’ this year's Chelsea
entry by the Leeds City Council Parks and
Countryside Service gained a much prized Gold
Medal. How dare the BBC presenter to have
called the garden ‘utterly bonkers’ It will be a

big tourist attraction for Roundhay Park where
we understand it will be re-constructed.

Other Friends

FoRP were contacted by a newly-formed Group,
The Friends of The Valley Gardens (Harrogate).
FOVG http://www.friendsofvalleygardens.co.uk/
They sought advice and information which Julia
and David were glad to impart at a meeting with
them.

We're FoRP http://www.forp.co.uk/not FORP
as in Friends of Ropner Park, Stockton on Tees
http://www.forp.org.uk/

Then there’s FOTN http://www.fotnp.com/
Temple Newsam if you haven’t guessed already.




Carriage Drive ...

... lives up to its name! A bride and her mother
arrive for her wedding at The Mansion on
Saturday 8th May.

Hill 60
On T' June, Radio 4's ‘Making History’
Programme  mentioned trainee  military

excavations at a Hill 60 in Sheffield and queried
whether the same had occurred at Hill 60 in
Roundhay Park. Hilary Dyson doubted that and
suggested that wherever soldiers camped there
would be a need to dig latrines. The BBC should
have ‘Googled’ Hill 60 Leeds and would have
found reference to the Wikipedia entry citing
The FoRP July 2006 Newsletter article by Joan
Newiss that Hill 60 was named in memory of the
Leeds soldiers who were killed in WW1. Of
course the original Hill 60 was in Flanders,
where a British assault was part of the Battle of
Neuve Chapelle, about 20 miles from Ypres.
The Hill was prized for its strategic views over
the surrounding terrain and was a ridge some
150 feet high and 250 yard from end to end,
formed artificially when a railway cutting was
dug. On maps the 60 metre contour marked its
bounds.

By all accounts, military training did take place
on Soldiers Field during the World Wars though
it was our understanding that the name dates
back much earlier when troops returning from
fighting Napoleon were billeted there and built
the dam forming Waterloo Lake.

But it's amazing how myths develop. Untutored
tobogganists might imagine the angle of the Hill
to be 60° (as opposed to Hill 45) or that they
could reach 60mph. Long may the St John’s
Church Memorial to the 42 WW1 Leeds soldiers
remind us of the true naming of the Hill.

Serendipity as we write this; the World Cup
coverage in South Africa has just mentioned
Spion Kop where 243 British soldiers died
fighting the Boers: Gary Lineker was unaware of
it being the reason for the naming of Liverpool’s
stand at Anfield.

Walking in the Park

Peter Dyson’'s walk to Woodlesford via the
Rothwell Country Park gave those participating
a singular view of Temple Newsam. This
preceded some FoORP members joining the
socially active Friends of Temple Newsam for an
enjoyable walk around ‘their’ Park.

We met again for a walk around our Park after
their walking group’s picnic in the bandstand
overlooking the Upper Lake.

FoRP have decided to take a leaf out of their
book and will experiment with a social walk led
by Hilary Dyson on Wednesday "18August
starting at 6.30pm from outside the Visitor
Centre. See you there?

Geology Trall

The Saturday 11th September ‘Walk Back in
Time’ will be linked to the Heritage Open Day
weekend. Contact Bob Reid on 0113 2668078
for full details. For more details about the regular
planned walks, please ring Bill Fraser on 0113
2608764. The Park Rangers Heritage Open Day
Historical Walks take place on Thursday' 9
September between 12 pm to 4pm.

“Archimedes, the well known truth-seeker,
Jumping out of his bath, cried ‘Eureka!
He ran half a mile,
Wearing only a smile,
And became the very first streaker”

(From http://www.freewebs.com/limericks/)



ILLUSTRATED LECTURE SERIES

(a new FoRP initiative pioneered by Lynda Kitching

All welcome, no need to book

‘The most charming suburb of Leeds.’

The history of Roundhay Park is well-documented, but the story of how the
suburb itself developed has received less attention. Local historian, Ann
Wilkinson will look at the role of the Victorian middle class in creating what
was described in 1871 as ‘the most charming suburb of Leeds.’

‘The sound of nature — the nature of sound’

Local author and geologist Murray Mitchell will start by telling us about the
stones from which the Mansion and Education Centre are built. But then, - a
phenomenon! Murray and his colleague, Bobbie Millar will introduce us to
'musical rock instruments', known about since 1785 and which come from the
Lake District. Percussionist Evelyn Glennie will have performed an inaugural
concert in August in Coniston and we'll have chance to hear a selection of
those 'ringing rocks' as demonstrated by our speakers.

‘Feathered Visitors to Roundhay Park’

We'll learn about the many birds, some familiar some not, which visit the Park.
Expect some beautiful images, so we'll know what to look out for when Spring
arrives, - hopefully not too far away! Lisa Davies is the RSPB's Membership
Development Officer and a regular Park visitor herself when on duty during
RSPB events in the Bandstand.

‘Gipton, - the ancient Wood on our doorstep’

There's an astonishing range of flora and fauna to be found within this ancient
woodland. We'll see examples, along with some of the archaeological finds
and hear about the work of the Friends of Gipton Wood. Our speaker is Ann
Wilkinson , a founder member of the FOGW, (a different Ann from our
September speaker!).

------ 000
All lectures will be held in the Education Centre , adjoining the Mansion (free

parking along Mansion Lane) starting at 7pm.
Admission: £3 for FORP members, £5 for non-Friends

Net proceeds will go to FORP funds, enabling us to continue our work within the Park

Promoted by Friends of Roundhay Park with support from Leeds City Council



Roundhay Park ‘Past’ Event List

27" Feb National Cross Country Championships — muddyidnibgs

23" May Charity Dragon Boat race in aid of Martin Ho@hidren's Hospice
— much fun and raised thousands

2" 4" Jun  “The Wild Day Out’ event run by the RSPB — the B&&te there

Roundhay Park ‘Up and Coming’ Event List — do pleae check first
E C=Education Centre V C=Visitor Centre

Sun 4" Jul  Band in the Park at Canal Gardens 2 - 4.30pm

Fri 9" Jul  ‘Moth Night in the Park’ - Ranger led walk frahe E C at 9.30pm

Sat 18' Jul  Geology Walk - meet Bill Frazer outside the ¥t.30pm

Wed 14" Jul St Andrews Church Hall, Shaftsbury Ave - REAP open mgetith talk

by Sustrans at 8pm

Sun 18 Jul Friends of Wykebeck walk on Asket Hill with Steve Joekt at Lido car

park 10am - 12pm

Sun 18' Jul Band in the Park at Canal Gardens 2 - 4.30pm

Sun 'Aug Yorkshire Brass Quintet Band in the Park at Caaai€hs 2 - 4.30pm

Sun f'Aug Leeds Interfaith picnic held between Mansion and Ifiake 2.00pm
(they will be displaying a Rainbow banneriaxite FORP members to atteng

Sun 1st Aug Asian Food Festival in Park

Tues 3% Aug Friends’ Garden Working Party final tidy up before juddorgBinB

Wed 4" Aug National Play Day - FORP Members requested to vedurior marshalling

duties

Wed 18" Aug Social Walk in the Park - meet Hilary Dyson outshieY C at 6.30pm

Sun 22° Aug North Leeds Jazz Orchestra Band in the Park, @Garalens 2 - 4.30pm

Thurs 9" Sep Heritage Open Day Walk by Rangers from the E CAl@n

Sat 11" Sep Geology Walk- meet Bill Frazer outside the V €.26pm

Other Park Events are provisional only so we suggest you contathe Visitor Centre

Newsletters are only placed on the FORP website a whileraft
members receive their copies. So if you are reading tlos &s a
fully paid-up member, do fill in an Application Form to guarantee
your own personal copy, hot off the press

Letters/items for next Newsletter —please email message@b.uk
or write to FORP atPO Box 129 Leeds LS8 1WY

Alan & Michele Jackson July 2010
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