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Editorial  
 

Here we are again!  The new ‘quality’ commercial operator of the Mansion should be known by the end of 
the summer. If everything goes to plan, the Leeds City Council Executive Board will make the decision on 
27th August, said Martin Farrington, acting Chief Recreation Officer, at the FoRP AGM, a report of which 
appears in this issue. Of interest, we hope, to all who missed the ‘action’, including Jon Vogler’s pitch. We 
also give you two Profiles for the price of one!  Step forward Hilary & Peter Dyson. 
 

Nearly a half of your subscription to FoRP goes into these pages, so we are striving to make sure you receive 
value for money. Do let us know what you think about your Newsletter.  What do you feel about the 
inclusion of advertising to generate some income to offset production costs?  Perhaps you could promote 
your business/organisation and benefit from the patronage of our many discerning readers.   We invite 
emails to news@forp.co.uk with your comments and submission of items for inclusion in subsequent 
Newsletters.   
 

Please note that some of the views expressed by ourselves and contributors in this Newsletter are not 
necessarily those of FoRP itself.                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                               Alan & Michèle Jackson                                                                                                                                     

 

 

Chairman’s letter 
 

Wimbledon has come and gone but few picnics 
have been witnessed in the Park on account of 
the weather.  By the time you read this, things 
might have changed for the better.  In any event, 
you can now enjoy the splendours of the re-
opened Lakeside Café and the refurbished 
tearooms at Tropical World. 
 

The hoardings still surround the Mansion and 
will do so for a while yet.  We are making sure 
that FoRP are kept informed of the Council’s 
negotiations with prospective occupiers.  You 
can be among the first to know when at last you 
might be able to partake of a meal inside the 
building by coming along to one of our General 
Meetings or subscribing to our e-mailing list. 
 

If you attended our AGM, you will have heard 
Jon Vogler’s forthright views about the future 
of the Carriage House and counter arguments 
from the Council.  Whatever happens I am 
proud that FoRP members care so much about 
the Park and its value to the citizens of Leeds. 
 

John Richards 

 

 Information  
 
The next General Meeting will be held at 7.30 
pm on Wednesday 8th October in the Education 
Centre.  A report of the Trustees/Committee 
meeting held on 13th August will be presented.
    
 
Working Parties 
 
The working parties take place on the third 
Saturday of each month, meeting in the 
Mansion Car Park, or as advised, at 10.00am. 
 
                Saturday   19th July 
                Saturday   16th August 
                Saturday   20th September 
                Saturday   18th October 
                Saturday   15th November 
 
Events List – see inside back page.  Please  also 
watch notice boards, the local press etc for more 
events and details. 



FoRP WORKING PARTIES 
 

Work has continued in the Ravine on clearance, seeding and planting.  A makeshift siphon from the upper lake to 
the bank shown in the picture below wasn’t a huge success but did deliver a trickle of water that helped bring on 
new seedlings.  A manual pump is sought. 
 

 
Ever youthful Don Nicholson shows Jon Vogler and David Binns that he can still raise a pick! 

 

The dates of future Working Parties are given on the front page. For further information, please contact Jon Vogler 
(jon.vogler@demon.co.uk) 
 
THE ARK PROJECT 
 

Kerry Fieldhouse (Species Conservation Officer), who is based at Red Hall, was the guest speaker at this year’s 
AGM.  Despite a technology failure and a sore throat, Kerry gave a very lucid and spirited account of her work, 
particularly with reference to The Ark Project in the upper lake and the bats in the Park. 

 
Upper Lake Display Board 

 

She told members that the upper lake, carp relocated, is a safe haven for native crayfish, free from foreign invaders 
that carry a fungal disease that elsewhere is killing all natives.  The five-year plus project is well underway.  Few 
had appreciated just how many species of bats inhabit the Park and the means of detection. 
 

If any Members are interested in joining Kerry on bat walks or surveys, her email address is 
(kerry.fieldhouse@leeds.gov.uk) 



Report of the Annual General Meeting held on 11th June 
Minutes available from David Binns via news@forp.co.uk 

 
�  John Richards welcomed everyone to the Meeting and thanked various people for their efforts and 
support.  Items he mentioned are covered elsewhere in this Newsletter.  

�  The Appointment of Chris Hill as Treasurer was confirmed and the Members of the Executive 
Committee – Peter Dyson, Mike Hollingworth, Tricia Ryan and Tony Quinn – were re-elected.  

�  It is intended to make Organisational and Administrative changes by adopting a more structured 
approach to the affairs of FoRP.  Alternate meetings will involve the Trustees (John Richards, Lynda 
Kitching, Don Player) and Committee Members only, to discuss items in detail for putting to The 
Membership at the following General Meeting, if relevant.  If a Member wishes to address this Meeting 
on a specific matter, then this will be arranged with The Secretary.  

�  It is hoped to encourage some of our Members to become more actively involved in FoRP and, in 
particular, we need to fill the following roles – Minutes’ Secretary, Publicity and Promotions, Fund 
Raising and Liaison with other Friends’ Groups.  If anybody feels that they could help in these respects, 
please contact David Binns.  

�  Membership Fees will be reviewed, as there is confusion having the current £10/£15 individual and 
family levels.  Meanwhile, would all Members please check that their Bank Instructions have been up-
dated from the original £3/£5 rates. 

�  Martin Farrington (acting Chief Recreation Officer) was invited to comment upon a letter received by 
FoRP the day before from John Procter (Executive Board Member for Leisure).   In brief it said: 

 The Council has invested £2.3m (only £407k of which came from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund) on the exterior of the Mansion. 

 It is also likely that The Council will have to undertake substantial Landlord’s 
improvements to the Mansion interior to be financed from Council resources. 

 There is no capital support from Central Government available, so the Council 
made a decision in March 2004 to part-finance the works to the Mansion through 
the sale of surplus assets ie the Carriage House and the Park Cottages. 

 If the Council decide not to progress with these sales, the funding gap would 
lead to the cancellation of other planned capital schemes. 

(If anyone wishes to see the whole letter, please contact the David Binns.) 

Mr Farrington said that, when he took on this job (succeeding Denise Preston), he recognised that the 
Mansion was a leading matter and it was he who brought in Christie’s to market the property. A preferred 
bidder had yet to be selected.  The Carriage House is due for disposal in 2009/2010 and this will be 
undertaken with the benefit of a Full Planning Brief/Statement, which will guide and inform the 
appropriate uses that will be considered.  Cllr Paul Wadsworth thought that FoRP could be involved in 
the Planning Brief.  Bids for the Park Cottages were due in at the end of May.  As at the day of the 
meeting, no decision had been made. (And we haven’t heard anything more since – Eds).  

�  Jon Vogler then addressed the meeting.  He was accompanied by Pippa Hale, who is a Working Artist 
and is involved in The Northern Art Prize and Project Space Leeds.  Jon made an impassioned appeal to 
halt the disposals’ programme, so that other community-based uses could be fully considered for the 
properties. He proposed a four-point plan - see item later in this Newsletter. Roundhay Cllr Paul Wadsworth 
promised to put these points to Cllr Procter.  (Again, no response received as yet – Eds) 
 

�  Kerry Fieldhouse’s presentation followed and the Meeting closed at 10.00 p.m. The Chairman thanked 
all those who had taken part and Members/Guests for attending. 

  



PARK MANAGEMENT 
The following note was included in the Minutes of The General Meeting held on 9th April:  

������������ We are grateful that representatives of the Park Management give up their own time to attend our 
meetings.  We should remember that the Council has a hierarchical structure, so that answers to our 
questions cannot generally be given on the hoof.  Carol Fenner, who has regularly attended our 
meeting has, on occasion, been put under pressure to give responses to questions from the floor, 
which she is not able to do, so we intend to trial a new system…  This will be: 

 - All questions/queries should be forwarded to the FoRP email or postal address at least two 
weeks prior to the meeting 

 - This list will be forwarded to the Park Management two weeks prior to the FoRP Meeting 

 - Representatives of FoRP will meet with Dave Morgan and his Team (as applicable) one week 
prior to the Meeting to go through the queries and obtain a positive response (which we may or may 
not like) 

 - The response will be reported at the next Meeting, probably by a written hand-out rather than a 
verbal report 

            We must remember that, without the co-operation of the Park Management, we could not do what 
we now do, but this does not prevent us making comments on matters which are important to us.               
 

NB In 1985, there were 65 people on the Park Staff.  Today, there are 25.  If other assistance is required 
from other Council Departments – eg building repairs, construction or major tree works – then this has to 
be paid for from the Park budget. 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the logo of the Council’s new 
Explorers Cafe at Tropical World – a 
travel themed eatery with shiny new 
integral toilets.  View the antics of 
the meerkats on a plasma screen 
while enjoying an organic snack. 
 
 
 
 
Matters discussed on 5th June: 
 

01. Footpath around Waterloo Lake:  The path surface will not be changed and drainage works are 
being done gradually, when the normal workloads permit.  Where the path is particularly bad in 
wet weather, a French drain will be installed, with outlets to the lake. 

02. Gorge Footpath, where it has subsided:  It appears that the whole embankment is likely to move, 
so that the path cannot be stabilized without major engineering works.  There is a proposal to re-
route the path and this is being planned at the moment. 

03. Demolition Rubbish:  This was tipped prior to the Park taking on the Golf Course maintenance 
and will be addressed. 

04. Stone Bridge at head of The Gorge:  This will be checked over to ensure that it is safe and the 
barrier tapes will be removed.  Plans for this to be a “folly” have been abandoned, as Andre 
Middlemiss cannot get the funding approved. 

05. Collapsed Wooden Bridge in The Gorge:  This will be removed as soon as possible, as a 
particular kind of machine is required for the job, one that is capable of lifting the loads without 
damaging the paths and the surrounding areas. 



MEMBER PROFILE(S):  HILARY & PETER DYSON 
 

This well-known couple were both born and bred in 
the Calder Valley and brought up in Hebden Bridge.  
Although they have travelled extensively they have 
always returned to Yorkshire and their friends and 
neighbours are left in no doubt as to their 
antecedents. 
 

They met as teenagers at the local tennis club and 
have continued to take part in many sporting 
activities.  Peter more successfully than Hilary! They 
spent the first few years of their married life in 
Peterborough where Peter worked as an accountant 
with an engineering firm.  It was in Peterborough that 
their eldest daughter Kay was born but before she 
was a year old they set off on their travels.  A very 
interesting year was spent in Brazil. Grappling with 
the language and setting up a new factory was quite 
challenging.  For someone brought up to manage all 
aspects of housekeeping and look after a new baby 
on her own, suddenly to have to allocate jobs to a 
maid and gardener in a foreign language was also a 
new way of life for Hilary.  Peter took this new life in 
his stride and enjoyed playing 
tennis at the English club and 
cricket for the state of Sao 
Paulo.  Soon another change 
came along and a return to the 
UK.  Peter was promoted to 
chief accountant to the 
packaging machinery manufacturer, Rose Forgrove.  
 
So the Dyson family set up home in Hipperholme 
and it was there that their second daughter Adrienne 
was born. They enjoyed a happy time there attending 
the local church and playing golf at Lightcliffe.  They 
made many friends who also had children and made 
good use of their large garden having garden parties 
barbeques etc. Holidays at this time were taken 
mostly camping in France.  When the firm moved to 
Seacroft in 1966 it was felt that a move to Leeds 
would make life less stressful and offer better schools 
nearby for their girls.  So a larger house near the Park 
was obtained and the girls attended Roundhay 
School;  Hilary enjoyed taking a useful part in the 
Parent Teacher Association.   Peter by now was 
playing more golf and progressed from being a 
rabbit;  he was also promoted to being a director of 
the firm which involved more travelling.  
 

Hilary began to take an interest in the history of 
Leeds, taking a course at Swarthmore College, 
eventually becoming a Leeds Tourist Guide. By this 
time Kay was married and Adrienne was off to 
University leaving our couple time to pursue other 
interests.  Another move, to Park Avenue, provided a 
delightful area for training for challenge walks and 
the occasional marathon.  Peter’s avid need for 
exercise varied from very long (100 miles) walks to a 

half hour strolls around the lake.  It was at this time 
that an interest in the working of the Park began. 
Hilary attended some of the first meetings of the 
Friends (FoRP) which took place in the Mansion in a 
room provided by Gilpins (tenants at that time). 
“They treated us very well even giving us tea and 
biscuits. Sometimes when the Mansion was very 
busy we had meetings in the entrance hall under the 
stairs, refreshingly nearer the bar!”  These meetings 
were convivial and established a good atmosphere. 

 

Both Peter and Hilary have helped FoRP in their own 
way.  Clearing up litter, cheering the monthly 
working parties to even greater efforts with the all-
important refreshments.  A close eye has been kept 
on the Park, especially during a very worrying time 
when the lake was empty for a number of years.  Up 
to 2003, Peter acted as Hon Auditor of FoRP and 
edited the Newsletter from 2001 to March 2006. 
 

Although they both have keen interests in and around 
Leeds, being members of the Civic Trust, and helping 

to produce books on the area, 
another new life began when 
Peter retired.  He was a 
comparatively young man still in 
very good health, not ready to 
put his feet up yet. So an 
opportunity arose to use his 
energy and Hilary’s interest in 

travelling and helping others to also enjoy walking in 
the country and new towns and cities.  For well over 
ten years they both appreciated this new challenge as 
they worked as leaders for Ramblers Holidays. This 
took them mainly to Italy, Sicily, Sardinia, France, 
Austria and to the USA.  They were particularly 
impressed with the National Parks in New England 
and their Tourist Centers.  When Peter took up this 
new job, Hilary was also travelling introducing 
foreign visitors to our lovely  British countryside, 
especially people who enjoyed an interest in textiles.  
But the call to travel further afield eventually won 
and she was persuaded to also join Peter leading for 
the Ramblers.  These years were some of the happiest 
in their life. 
 

 Hilary and Peter still take an interest in Leeds Civic 
Trust and FoRP of course.  Hilary continues to 
encourage The Oakwood and District Historical 
Society to write about their interests.  Their first 
enterprise was to publish a record of all the Memorial 
Inscriptions in St. John’s Roundhay Churchyard.  
Since then they have published seven booklets about 
the area and have more on the stocks.   Peter, being a 
keen gardener, continues to care for their extensive 
garden that has been used to entertain friends and 
family, and various groups.  It gives him enormous 
pleasure combined with exercise.  

 



CUTTINGS! 
 
Chelsea Flower Show award 
 

Leeds City Council’s show garden called ‘The 
Largest Room in the House’ gained a Silver Gilt 
award at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show.  
 

The garden commemorates the 90th anniversary 
of the end of the First World War and takes 
inspiration from a garden at Talbot House in 
Poperinghe near Ypres in Belgium, famous for 
providing an oasis of peace for soldiers.  
 

Designed by Leeds City Council Parks & Gardens Department 
 
The sacrifices made by the Leeds Pals and the 
Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry are fittingly 
remembered. The show garden will eventually 
have a permanent home in Roundhay Park.  
Already placed in the atrium between the Visitor 
Centre and the toilets is the Zonnebeke Stone 
from the Abbey ruins at this battle location. Go 
visit. 
 
Reminder 
 

‘ParksWatch’ are a team of motorcycle rangers 
dedicated to patrolling the parks and green open 
spaces within Leeds.  
  

 
Photo: courtesy of Leeds City Council 

If you wish to report an incident please call 
ParksWatch on tel: 0113 2329973 (24 hour 
monitored answerphone.)  
 

In addition, PCSOs (Support Officers) will 
maintain a high visibility presence all summer 
within the Park. 
 
Geology Trail Leaflet 
 

Highly acclaimed … 

 
… and available from the Visitor Centre now, 
price only £1.00  An alternative is to send Bob 
Reid a cheque for £1.50, made payable to 
Friends of Roundhay Park.  He will post first 
class a leaflet by return. His address is 
2 Greycourt, Gledhow Lane, Leeds LS8 1NQ 
 

The trail was officially opened on 2nd July by Dr 
John Varker.  Geologists Bill Fraser and 
Margaret Cliff then led two groups around the 
trail. 
 
Round hay park, Northumberland! 
 

 
Photo taken by Danny Yee 

 

Modern day, ‘rund haegs’, the Saxon words that 
give the Park its name.  The driver of the parked 
car has probably baled out, as perhaps should 
Alan who is solely responsible for this item. 



Café still at the Crossroads? 
 

The toilet block at Oakwood was sold at auction 
with all conveniences, so we are told, on 15th 
May for £148,000.  Or was it?  Has the bidder 
completed the purchase within the period 
specified, we wonder?   How soon before this 
building ceases to be an eyesore? 
 
Oakwood Clock – Farmers’ market  
 

Saturday 15th March heralded the first Farmers’ 
Market at this location and, from then on, the 
third Saturday of every month from 9.00am to 
12.30pm.   It is the first initiative of the 
Roundhay Environmental Action Project 
(“REAP”), an   organisation established by local 
Roundhay residents on a voluntary basis, who 
are concerned about their carbon footprint and 
wanting to develop a greener lifestyle.  REAP 
hope to set up further projects, enabling people 
locally to live more sustainably and is open to 
ideas for new initiatives.  Membership is free, so 
if you want to join or find out more about this 
inspiring new venture, visit their website at 
www.roundhayaction.org.uk, or email them on 
info@roundhayaction.org.uk  
 

 
 

The site is part of Roundhay Park and the market 
benefits from the support and advice of the park 
staff and has had a lot of help from local 
Councillors.   As well as achieving the ideals of 
a farmers’ market with fresh, good quality, 
locally sourced food, the market fosters a sense 
of community and a meeting place for local 
residents.  Many of us can already testify to that 
- en route to the FoRP working parties that take 
place on the same day!  
 
In addition to the regular stalls, guest stalls ring 
the changes and ensure seasonal products are on 
offer.   Each market features a REAP stall 
promoting aspects of sustainable living.  So far 
the stall has included Leeds City Council and St 

Jude’s furniture store promoting recycling and a 
fascinating wormery.  Future stalls will include 
topics such as car sharing, supporting bees and 
the benefits of planting small trees. 
 
The forthcoming summer months should see the 
vegetables stalls flowing over with produce and 
for the meat eaters plenty of variety for a 
summer barbeque.   The market on 19th July will 
also enjoy music from a talented accordion 
player. 
  
The bread stall has proved to be particularly 
popular and across the way from there is a 
couple who sell all kinds of wonderful spreads to 
complement it. 
 
To its credit, the market is a plastic carrier-bag 
free zone, so if you’ve yet to venture forth, 
remember to take your own bags! 
  
‘Pro rege et lege’ 
 

The Coat of Arms depicted below appear in 
duplicate on the main gates at the entrance to the 
Park.  They were restored during the £8m Park 
refurbishment whose remit was to re-create 
original features so far as possible, ergo gold. 
   

 
 

A local artist is offering for free to enamel the 
plaques using the bright colours of the full 
Achievement as he remembers them from many 
years ago but his offer cannot be taken up.   
 
‘For King and the Law’ to the letter it seems on 
Prince’s Avenue but at least we can all revel in 
John Roebuck’s extremely colourful flower-bed 
creations alongside the old tram terminus and 
opposite the Roundhay Fox public house.



Park Cottages & Carriage House – Jon Vogler’s perspective 
 

At FoRP’S March meeting we were informed by the Park Management that the Cottages and Carriage House were 
to be sold.  Concern was expressed both at the decision and about the lack of consultation prior to it.  After 
discussion it was acknowledged that any challenge to this decision would depend upon an alternative use being 
proposed.  Jon Vogler undertook to draw up proposals and later circulated a brief paper that offered three: a Youth 
Centre, an Arts Centre, Residences for Park staff.  Shortly after this the Cottages were put up for sale. 
 

In the history of Britain’s art and fine buildings it has been common for spendthrift owners to defer debt and 
bankruptcy by selling family heirlooms.  However the Nicholson Family, who created the Park and built the 
Mansion and John Barran, the Mayor of Leeds who bought them for the City, were of different calibre.  They 
managed their affairs and finances so competently that they were able to leave, for the people of Leeds to enjoy in 
perpetuity, this magnificent house and its outbuildings and this superb park. 
 

The question is whether we, the present owners, are going to do as the spendthrifts did or are going to display the 
fiscal competence that enables them to be enhanced and maintained for the generations to come. 
 

The letter to FoRP from Cllr Procter, which was read out at the FoRP AGM, makes it plain that he favours the 
former.  Regardless of the massive inflow of business rates from the prolonged building boom that Leeds has 
enjoyed while he has been in office; regardless of nine million pounds granted by the Heritage Lottery Fund to 
restore the Park, he wants to sell off these elegant and historic buildings to balance the books. 
 

Notwithstanding the public anger that was expressed only three years ago, when secret plans were made to convert 
the Mansion into offices for Council staff, this has been decided with no public consultation.  The first we heard 
was when we were told at FoRP’s last meeting and the ‘For Sale’ notices appeared within days. 
 

In its Annual Public Debate, the Leeds Civic Trust had dealt with the need to Make Space for the Visual Arts in 
Leeds.  A principal speaker was Pippa Hale, Director of the Northern Art Prize.  Pippa also addressed the AGM 
and explained how an Arts Centre would enhance the Park and the City.  The Carriage House, with its exquisite 
cupola and weather vane, its fine arched doorways and gracious Georgian proportions, could be transformed from a 
neglected and derelict shell into a vibrant gallery, with continuous collections within and perhaps works displayed 
on the adjacent lawns during the daytime.  Perhaps even its magnificent clock could be restored! 
 

We think such a better future is possible.  An Arts Centre that would attract young people as well as their elders, 
with a real educational value, appears a serious possibility.  Interestingly Laura Baker, a student at Leeds 
Metropolitan University, has done a superb project that proposes the carriage house be converted for just such a 
use.  But, of course, we need the time and opportunity to work up such proposals.  That is why the sale of the 
Cottages must be stopped and stopped now, for the following reason. 
 

We know, from the success of the splendid Midlands Arts Centre in Edgbaston Park, Birmingham, and from 
similar initiatives elsewhere including modest private ones in Leeds, that an Arts Centre can enhance the City, can 
encourage young people to more exciting activities than drunkenness and vandalism, and can be financially viable.  
In West Bromwich over £40 million has been spent on a modern arts centre.  Why are the Midlands so progressive 
and Leeds so backward?  Cllr Procter argues finance but it is his policy, of selling off useful buildings without a 
comprehensive plan that undermines any prospect of financing an Arts Centre. 
 

The finances needed are (1) Capital – this can be raised but will be difficult in the shadow of the London Olympics 
– may need time – perhaps two or three years and (2) Maintenance costs – these depend on having the Cottages as 
part of the project.  The nine cottages and seven fine arched cellars beneath can provide up to twenty studios and 
workshops for artists and musicians.  If these centre on a fine display space in and around the Carriage House, then 
given the huge volume of passing visitors intent on an enjoyable day out, artists will have an excellent saleroom for 
their work and will be able to pay an economic rent.  If the cottages are sold off the plan crumbles. 
 

Jon urges people to write to Cllr Procter at the Civic Hall, to ask him to agree to his Four Point Plan: 
1) We reject Cllr Procter’s proposal to sell these historic buildings and we ask Paul Wadsworth and Martin 

Farrington to formally convey that message to the Council. 
2) We ask for an immediate stop on the sale of the Cottages.  Given the recent crash in house prices that is, in 

any case, the only financially prudent course. 
3) We seek sufficient time, and assistance from professional Council staff, to put forward a practical plan for 

an Arts Centre, underpinned by realistic financial projections. 
4) We insist that no future moves are made to dispose of any part of the Park or its peripheral buildings 

without genuine advance consultation. 



   
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LETTER from Peter Smith 
 
“After the substantial investments in renewing the Park in recent years, there comes a 
time when the maintenance of it takes a higher profile.  Priorities are usually about basic 
resources of time and money, and for the latter there is the distinction between capital 
investment and recurrent costs.  It is unlikely in the near future that there will be capital 
investment on the scale of recent years, but there is a very good case for prioritising 
some lesser activities in the Park’s Development Plan. 
 
Let me suggest two priorities that I think would help see the Park into the next decades, 
and provide memorable, though very much taken-for-granted, features of the Park 
landscape.  The first is the replacement of the isolated trees that distinguish the 
‘parkland’ style of Soldiers’ Field and prevent the ‘sports field prairie’ from dominating.  
These trees are part of old field boundaries on the west side of Prince’s Avenue.  A 
number are now at, or beyond, their natural life climax, and have had to be severely 
pruned to re-establish their canopy balance after the winds of recent years which have 
devastated them.  These trees need replacing, and soon: not chopping down, but new 
young trees planted nearby. Indeed, this needs doing as a priority to ensure ‘succession’ 
in the Park landscape.  There is a case, too, for some additional grouping together of a 
few trees, ensuring of course that this does not interfere overly with the grass cutting 
patterns of the playing field areas.  This would not be an expensive programme and 
would ensure the continuity of the style and character of the Victorian park. 
 
The second priority should involve the repair and maintenance of the stone walls that 
give much of the Park its distinctive character.  Many of these are in a very poor state, 
for example those next to and round the small golf course.  One day someone will go 
under the suspended coping stones in some places and hurt themselves, and ‘health and 
safety’ will be invoked to pull down walls to make them ‘safe’, as has happened with 
some headstones in graveyards.  These walls need repairing and maintaining, as does 
the big wall on the Old Park Road side of the Friends’ Garden, where some re-pointing 
and stone replacement are urgently needed at pavement level to prevent further erosion.  
The very large boundary wall on the east side of the Park, towards the Ring Road and 
Leeds Golf Course is less visible, but is a significant feature of that area.  Could we 
offer to help with this sort of walling as a continuing programme for the Park, possibly 
with some labour input from the Friends, or as part of a wider Local Authority training 
scheme in country crafts, and supported by suitable grants?”                                         
 
March 2008 
 

 
RESPONSE OBTAINED from Leeds City Council 
 
FoRP raised these issues with the Park Management and they agree that storm damaged 
trees should be supplemented. A meeting with arboriculturalists is to be arranged to 
which FoRP will be invited. As for dangerous stone walls, some recent removals will be 
evident to park goers.  When time allows, Park Staff are to be trained in walling repairs.  
This could also possibly be a future project for FoRP, who could enlist the support of 
BTCV (British Trust for Conservation Volunteers). 



FoRP Joining/Renewing Membership Form                                                                Jul’08 
 

Yearly membership of FoRP costs £10 for a single member or £15 for a household membership.  This can be paid 
by cheque payable to ‘Friends of Roundhay Park ’ or preferably by setting up a Standing Order using the mandate 
below.  Additional donations always welcome. 
 
I would like to join / renew/ upgrade * my membership of Friends of Roundhay Park   (*delete as applicable) 
 
Name………………………………………       Address…………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………     Post Code…………………….… 
 
Telephone number……………………………….......E-mail…………………………………………. 
 
If you are NOT enclosing a cheque, please complete the Standing Order Mandate  below 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Gift Aid Declaration 
 
Declaration for Tax Reclaim purposes: 
I declare my intention that tax should be recovered under the Gift Aid Scheme on all donations I make from the 
date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. I have read and understood the points listed below. 
 
Signed………………………………........................... Date………………………………............. 
 
Name………………………………....    Address………………………………............................. 
 
………………………………...........................…….       Post Code ……………………………… 
 
Important Notes: 
1.You should pay enough tax to cover the amount reclaimed by Friends of Roundhay Park on your giving.  Relevant tax is any income tax (at 
whatever rate) or capital gains tax. If you cease to be a tax payer, or to pay enough tax, you should notify us. If too much tax is recovered on 
your giving, you will be liable to refund the Inland Revenue. 
2. Please notify us if you change your name or address. 
3. You are entitled to cancel this declaration at any time. Simply notify us in writing if you wish to do so.  Unless and until you cancel your 
declaration we will continue to reclaim tax on all your giving. 
4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment Tax Return 
 
Please note you only need complete this form once (not each year).  It is an ongoing authorization to reclaim tax 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Standing Order Mandate 

 
To……………………………….Bank PLC      Address  ………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………..    Post Code  …………………… 
 
Please pay Lloyds Bank, Vicar Lane Branch, 2 The Headrow, Leed s LS1 6PN 
 
For the credit of Friends of Roundhay Park   Sort Code 30-98-93  Account No. 0529066 
 
The sum of £…………………..(figures)……………………………... … … … … (words) 
 
Commencing………………………..(date) and annually  thereafter until further notice. 
 
Please debit my account accordingly.  This instruction cancels and replaces my previous standing order in favour 
of Friends of Roundhay Park 
 
Account to be debited………………………………........  Account Number … … … … … 
 
Signature(s)……………………………………………….. Date       … ……… …. 
 
Please send this form to: The Membership Secretary, FoRP, PO Box 129, Leeds L S8 1WY 
 
Friends of Roundhay Park is a Company Limited by Guarantee, Registration Number 4476202 in England. Registered Office: 

34 Park Cross Street LEEDS LS1 2QH  Registered Charity number 1097692 
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               The prototype camera obscura referred to here in the last edition is 

available for anyone to see – it was on display at the AGM but the idea to 
install one in the Park hasn’t captured the imagination of many.  If not the 
Mansion, then perhaps the Carriage House?  Jon Vogler wants everyone 
to write to Cllr John Procter about that property.  Have your say eg 
support Anne Hepworth’s suggestion to raise the money by staging 
another pop concert in the Park.  Or ask, as has one lady, what happened 
to the proceeds of sale from the airport?  Should the Council sell off a 
Park building that was given in perpetuity to the Citizens of Leeds? 

 

               Not a fully paid up member? The Form opposite can be detached or 
photocopied.  Back page advertisements next time? – can be in colour! 

 

               Letters/items for next Newsletter – please contact us direct or email  
news@forp.co.uk 

                                    
   Alan & Michèle Jackson 
  Feb 2008 
    

 
Roundhay Park ‘Up and Coming’ Event List 

 
 

12th/13th July        World Corporate Games – various sports in the Park 
20th July        Bands in the Park at Canal Gardens 
27th July        Bands in the Park at Canal Gardens 

 
 
            NB Monday evenings, grass track cycling in the Arena 

  
            Summer activities based on the Education Centre include: 

 
28th July – 3rd August   Nature Table 
4th – 10th August           Nature trail and bark rubbing/Bat Survey 
11th –17th August          Amphibian Alarm 
18th-24th August           Treasure Hunt 
25th – 29th August         Nature Table/Art Workshop 
 
 

 
Roundhay Park ‘Past’ Event List 

 
17th March      Sport Relief – many competed and much money raised 
26th May         Dragon Boat Racing- fun and funds for Martin House Hospice 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


