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JULIA WILSON'’S LETTER

| hope you all have a wonderful Christmas
New Year but once the festive season is
there’s so much we FoRPers have to look for
to over the months ahe:

By the time you read this, 10,000 daffodil bu
kindly donated by a young father and his little .
will have been planted. The new bulbs expani
Marie Curie Fields of Hope Trail we began -
years ago and will look wonderful when spi
comes, giving pleasure to so many people
years to come.

The bubs provided a great opportunity for us
work with pupils from Kerr Mackie school, w
helped with planting. | hope this will be the s
of many joint projects with schools in our area
will help us to involve more young people in
work we do inthe Park. If you represent any of
schools, we would love to hear from you

discuss how we can work together in the future.

We have the new children’s playground to |
forward to! Delay in construction has been a rt
of planning requirements. now understand th
work will commence early in the New Year.

You need to put Z¢ June in your diaries beca

FoRP is once more involved, alongside REAP
Friends of Gledhow Valley Woods, in organis
Roundhay Live for 2012! The event last year
invaluable from the point of view of buildi
relationships  between FoRP and o
organisations in our area, as well as boosting
Membership. It was also a fun day for all at
expect 2012 to be even better.

INFORMATION

The nextOpen Meeting will be on Wednesda
1% February 2012 at 7.30pin the Educatio
Centre. A Report of the previous Trust
Meeting on 1% December will be presented.

Working Parties take place on the secc
Saturday and the fourth Wednesday of

month, meeting in the Bhsion Car Park, or
advised, at 10am.

Friends’ Garden upkeep: Every other Tuesd:
morning (10am start), coffee and cakes provid
contact jane.binnsl@ntlworld.com  or
telephone 0113 2932893

A monthly Events List is emailed to subscribe
by John Ferguson. Do also watch notice bo
the local press etc for other events and deta
the Geology Trail Guided Walks and see insic
for details of the remaining FoRP Lecture:
organised by Lynda Kitching

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Friends-of-Roundhay-Park/198960453469787

Membership cards are issued on *1 April,
irrespective of joining or renewal dates. Any
joining during the year will be issued with a ¢
dated to the following iMarch.

FoRP Application Forms and the new Gift
Vouchers are available via the website, from
Secretary atnews@forp.co.ukor telefgone
0113 2932893 with any queries.

Editorial

Like everyone else, we were saddened by the death afndny Savile, a past President of FORP. His life
really was ‘good while it lasted’: his chosen epitaph.

As always, we need to tell you that opinions expressed tine Newsletter are not to be taken as official
FoRP policy. Contributions requested and/or submitted a& at our selection and may be subject to
editing.

Alan & Michele Jackson



‘FORP Calendar 2012’

You will recall that we ambitiously opted for a printar of 750 calendars this year as compared with
last year’s 500 which sold out. Fingers crossed, we ailehanother sell-out on our hands, as we are
down to our last 30 or so. Needless to say if you hageciired yours or need a last minute present for
a friend or relative, speed is of the essence to alisappointment.

As indicated in the August Newsletter, the next Caletento competition will be in two years’ time
ie 2014. Meanwhile, we appeal to your competitive instibgtgviting you to submit a witty caption
for the splendid calendar photograph below. The besbwiflublished in the next Newsletter.

October inning entry:emmaurham’ ‘By Waterlo Lake’ )

We again thank our sponsoiBel Verde Restaurant Scott Pullen & Son - Fairgrounds Yvonne
Goodwin Wealth Management Limited Spire Hospital Leeds Valerie Kendall, The Spring Bank
Holiday Funfair Showmen, Councillor Matthew Lobley, Troy Autopoint, Raja’s Restaurant
WHS Accountants Limited andReady Steady Store

And just in case you are worried, let us assure you, the will be a calendar in 2013 with new
photos featuring the Park — it's only the competition that igaking a rest! Don't let that stop you
taking pictures from now on for the 2014 competition — fulldetails will appear in the next
Newsletter.

Other merchandise: FORP sell a selection of cards and a quality Printologllartist Val Bell — see
http://www.forp.co.uk/newsletter-mar-2010/mar10web.fadfimages and/or write/send an email with
all your requirements tone of the FORP addressesn the front pagegiving your contact details.




Report of 12" October 2011

Full minutes available from David Binns vi@ws@forp.co.uk
(Some matters covered elsewhere in this Newslettenraitted)

Twenty-one members attended. There were eleven apsligiabsence.

PARK MANAGEMENT REPORT - Dave Morgan. The new Playgmd Consultation, headed up
by FORP, confirmed that the preferred location wascaajato the Skate Park. FORP and Members of
the Playground Action Group have seen the play equipmedtaae assured that this will be
satisfactory for this location.

- Leeds Metropolitan University Landscape Students are imgrn a Consultation with Skate Park

users (with Vicky Marsden, Youth Services LCC) and ihaped that improvements to the area will
follow.

- Park Patrol (Motor-Cyclists) are now based at Roundtaak.

- Dave will speak with Shaun Gregory regarding a benchhe Ravine footpath, where FORP have
created a new viewpoint of the Ravine and Waterfalls.

- The 2011 Gold-Winning Chelsea Garden will (hopefully) beaifest in January/February 2012.

The 100th Anniversary of the Leeds Pals’ Battle for Blillis coming up and Jon Vogler asked if
the proposal to commemorate this could be resurrecte/2 Borgan agreed to discuss this with Jon.

TREASURER’S REPORT - Chris Hill (in absentia) Cuatré&unds are healthy. Members are
reminded that all proposed expenditure should first be reghaat The Secretary for approval by the
Treasurer.

ROUNDHAY NEIGHBOURHOOD DESIGN STATEMENT — ChrisenMather
Christine explained its purpose and reported that the De&digtement was accepted by Leeds City
Council as a legal document in June 201Hds| See later for details of availability

Working Parties - Jon Vogler will work on a 12-month jpeted work programme which will
identify future projects and budgets.

Tree Identification Project - Cecily Jarvis repdrtbat she and Helen Hodgart were co-ordinating
this and have devised a tree-trail in the Pleasure Gardeyas(between The Mansion and the Carriage
House). Twenty-three trees are being recorded and plaptognt in each season and will be the
subjects of a tree Trail Guide to be published in 2012

FoRP Promotions - Julia has managed to get substardss coverage of FORP over the past year,
which has been very effective in increasing public awareaess membership. Our total current
Membership is 319, including eight complimentary/lifetime Nbens — an increase of 69 in the last
twelve months.

FoRP Talks Series - The Atkinson Grimshaw Talk wasraptete sell-out and unfortunately a few
people had to be turned away. [There were spare spacBsilirig A Garden For Chelsea” but the
weather was perhaps to blame.]

Roundhay Park History Walk - Hilary and Peter Dyson havepteted a very comprehensive draft
for the proposed new walk. This has been trialled by a gnbMwlunteers who found it fascinating.
Development continues, with the aim of producing a GBuoleklet during 2012.

Oakwood Clock and Surrounding Area - Provided that the nesgol 8upermarket goes ahead,
funding is guaranteed for the repair of Oakwood Clock andte3rend for landscaping improvement
works. It is understood that FORP will be invited to beednvolved in consultations regarding this
area. [POST-MEETING NOTE: FoRP has now acceptedhthi@tion to lead the Consultation.]

Braim Wood School - Councillor Matthew Lobley reportedt work will commence on the new
school in September 2013. The principle of a school orsiteigs supported by FORP, but Matthew
Lobley and others expressed concerns about the appackrmificonsideration being given to dropping



off / picking up traffic on this very busy road. There atill plans being considered for a small
cemetery behind the school site, off EImete Lane ankimjaonto Roundhay Park.

Roundhay Live 2012 will be held on the afternoon of Saturday XA3ne 2012, so we are looking
for ideas and volunteers for the FORP Stand. Planningindseare scheduled for November and
January, so we shall give further information at thbr&ary 2012 FORP Meeting. In the meantime,
put the date in your diary and be assured of a good fanylpuata

FoRP is a strictly non-political organisation, buithaut the assistance given by retiring Councillor
Matthew Lobley and previously by Councillors Valerie Kehdad Paul Wadsworth, it is doubtful that
we would have achieved some of our aspirations. We flokard to the same working relationship
and friendship with all present and future Ward Councillors.

The Action Plan update meeting was duly held on Tuesday'November. Progress was reported
on several items and new objectives set. Some Job Desiiops were received

Asian Festival Sunday 18 September

(Copy of a Report in the Yorkshire Evening Post publish@cﬁb@tember and on-line at
http://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/latest-news/aentr
leeds/thousands enjoy leeds asian festival 1 3787134

“Mouthwatering food accompanied by a musical soundtrackimeasrder of the day at Leeds Asian
Festival. Thousands braved sunshine and showers at ¢&me av Roundhay Park designed to
celebrate Asian culture and traditions. At the freeneviamilies tucked into tasty treats served up by
chefs from food stalls dotted around the festival siteer@ was also a raft of entertainment, with acts
warming up the crowd including Bradford-based Punjab Roots. 4rtloa other big names on the
bill were Heera, Shaktee and Jazz Dhami, along withaAPangeet, Balwinder Safri and former
Bollywood actor Jeet, who was in Channel 4 documentéey Family Visitors could also browse
craft stalls, get behind the wheel of a go-kart or triiyr@es on the funfair.”

Enjoy a virtual tour of the event at our very own Tonwirfd’s panoramic website.
http://www.roundhaypark.org.uk/leeds-asian-festival.html

Totally Tropical Christmas

(Copy of Leeds City Council announcement at
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/page.aspx?pageidentifier=E1EB55661BE2AF8480256E1B0035CBDE

Warm up this Christmas by having a totally tropical tim&rafpical World in Roundhay Park. The
event takes place on the eveningd®f 21 December 5pm - 8pm and is fantastic fun for all the
family.

£3.75 per person
(E3 for Leedscard or Breezecard holders)

Price includes a present from Santa for all children edroe along



NEW MEMBERSHIP DRIVES

Gazebo in the Park With the permission of Park Management, on a blustagyin August, FORP set
up a gazebo and stand to attract visitors and tell theaailt FORP and the benefits of membership. It
coincided with the printing of the last Newsletter anat:off-the-press’ FORP calendar.

(David Binns, Julia Wilson, Lynda
Kitching and Cecily Jarvis pictured, not forgetting
Geordie, a regular Park visitor!)

Gift Voucher Scheme: Arising out of a suggestion at the last Action Plan
meeting, the Trustees have now formally created a Hass ®f FORP
membership available by voucher. With it, FORP can soyesr
Birthday/Christmas Gift problems and you do not have aodeyour chair!
Gift Vouchers are available now at £20, which gives @@’y membership
to a family of four. Simply send a cheque made payabf®RP — or, if you
would like to pay by Standing Order, please send a condpM&nbership
Application Form, which can be downloaded from the FoR#bsike. We
shall do the rest and deliver a Membership Pack to you or gloagsen
recipient.

(The Voucher was the brainchild of John Ferguson who also designed it)

PARK CONTACT NUMBERS

For any problems within the Park you can ring: At all other times or if the numbers given are

_ not available, ring:
Between 7.30am and 4.30pm during the week:

Shaun Gregory: 07891 276071 Parkwatch (24 hour service): 0113 2329973
John Roebuck: 07891 270897 or 999 if police attendance is urgently required



IN, AROUND AND ABOUT THE PARK

wind-whipped leaves
roadside heaps of drying curls
small feet dig in with glee...

The Yorkshire Ridings Magazine

... September edition featured an article by
Margaret Lilly on Roundhay and Shadwell. It
included several references to our ‘nationally
significant’ Park. A ‘reminder’ that caught our
eye was that the French high wire walker,
Blondin, crossed the Upper Lake aged 72 ...

Over The Top

... indeed. An answer to a question about the
feat in the Yorkshire Evening Post back in 1985
confirmed that the crossing took place df 3
August 1896, ‘cooking an omelette on a stove
in the middle just to make it more difficult’.

Blondin (real name Jean Francois Gravelet
1824-1897) certainly included this culinary
episode in many of his earlier tightrope walks,
as depicted above at the Crystal Palace,
during his many heroic ‘performances’ at
Niagara Falls. However, the report in the
‘Leeds Times' of & August 1896 only
mentioned two daring exhibiton walks on a
rope stretched at a great altitude over the Upper
Lake. No mention of omelettes!

The Bank Holiday, Leeds Workpeople’s
Hospital Fund Gala, attracted over 30,000
visitors to the Park. The evening ‘walk’ took
place, in part, against a background of
fireworks ...

and

Bonfire Night

... so fireworks in the Park is nothing new and
on dates other than thd' ®f November. This
year's 4" November offering was accompanied
again by music of poor sound quality which
nowadays is seemingly ‘de rigueur’ for such
displays. The videographer at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmYoJ7ENFd4
has chosen a different soundtradhe event was
further diminished by the burning of scores of
pallets, on soulless Soldiers’ Field.
Sustainable? Yet ...

Autumn Storms

... have taken their toll on trees in the Park,
more so in 2011 than in previous years

and other trees are showing their age ...

The Hermitage

. SO old that no one can be absolutely sure
where it stood.

Cropped from a postcard offered for sale on eBay



It is shown in one drawing with a watercourse
running underneath it. One conjecture is the
right hand side of the path leading away from
where the Ram Beck enters the Upper Lake.
Does the red sky suggest otherwise? Artist’s
licence perhaps as with ...

The Spirit of the Woods

. here, in her previous position within the
Park, back in 1959.

Photo donated and showing The Ross Family

Standing Arthur, Irene and Susan. Seated are
Avril and Olwyn in front of the sculpture, in
need of ...

A Sustrans Bench

... but Leeds will have a wooden one with life-
size sculptures of the late Sir Jimmy Savile,
Jane Tomlinson and Jimi Heselden alongside.
They were chosen via a public vote. The
unveiling is scheduled for April 2012 and will
be near the junction of Asket Hill and Easterly
Road. So another reason to use the walking and
cycling ‘Greenway’ at Wyke Beck between
Seacroft's David Young Community Academy
and Roundhay Park. It's part of the Leeds Core
Cycle Network, although ...

The Wyke Beck Way Leaflet

. refers to Roundhay Park as having features
that it doesn’t, unfortunately, possess ie no
scented garden nor any National Plant
Collections ...

Now then, now then

. Sir Jimmy Savile, tricked or treated his
‘Duchess’ by arriving on $10ctober 1926 and
died at his penthouse flat overlooking
Roundhay Park, two days short of his™85
birthday, on 28 October 2011. A sad loss to us
all. He always made time to speak to locals and
here obliged our daughter with a photo.

Did you know that the age you are on your
birthday in 2011 plus the last two digits of your
birth year equals 111. Yes? So for Sir Jimmy,
it would have been, 85 + 26 = 111. Now
looking out to sea, here is what he viewed from
his balcony ...

An Aerial View

http://www.rcflying.co.uk/aerial-
photography/roundhay-park-leeds-aerial-video-
hexa2.html

... extravagant starbursts
draw all eyes upwards
bring a chorus of oohs and aahs
the bonfire blazes steadily
spreads a communal warmth
md;



FORP WORKING PARTIES: Jon Vogler

During the autumn we decided to double the number of
working parties, so that those who cannot manage
Saturdays would have a chance to join in. So we now
have a working party on the second Saturday and the
fourth Wednesday in every month. The results have been
pleasing, with good numbers of volunteers turning up for
both.

During the late summer we concentrated on knocking
down Himalayan Balsam plants to prevent them shedding
seeds. This was a very physical, energetic activity an
different people preferred different methods: “the pullers”
liked to pull each stem up by hand and this is undoubtedly
the most effective technique, but it is very slow (arel th
number of plants is huge). Then there are “the slasher
who enjoyed swinging a machete-like implement in a
manner reminiscent of Henry V at Agincourt, scything
down all opposition. One member even arrived with an
old-fashioned scythe which he wielded in a dignified
rhythm. Finally there were “the modernists” (aka “the
motorists” or “the Clarksonites”), with their motoriven
strimmers which attacked the plants by deafening them,
rather like police helicopters at a TUC demo. Anyway,
by one means or another we knocked over a lot of
invasive plants. Only near the end did one (annoyingly
well-informed) member point out that we should have
always hit the plants below the lowest leaf node.
Anyway, we shall see what happens next year. The
theory is that, if you bash them three years in suuess
they don’t come back.

We also attacked huge thickets of Japanese knotweed,
near the old rubbish dump by the golf course, to make it
easier for John Roebuck and his men to spray them.

View of ‘Mansion Beck’ from ‘24 bolt’ bridge

More constructively, we have planted ferns and other
native plants along the margins of “The Mansion Beck”.

This is our own name for the beck that rises beside the
Specialist Gardens (actually under the site where the
Chelsea 2011 winner is to be installed) and flows into the
Upper Lake beneath a wooden bridge just below the
Mansion. Watch out for them next Spring. We also

added yet more primroses around the Dog's Mouth

Spring. We did not manage to enlist the Marie Curie

organisation to complete the Walk of Hope — islands of

daffodils along a circuit above Waterloo Lake — but a

generous donor, Matthew Simpson has given us 10,000
bulbs in memory of his late wife. If our plans matésia)

we shall join with him and his family and with children

from Kerr Mackie School to plant them — unless Jack
Frost got there first!

We have started to clear the Great Heads Beck — tlke bec
that runs through the Gorge. In one place a genuine
meander had been created (remember your Geog.
lessons?) by leaves and brushwood backing up behind a
fallen log and had extensively undermined the roots of a
huge tree. We removed the obstruction and the stream
has reverted to its correct path and the tree, we hajbe,
now not fall. Each session we move a bit further @ th
beck and have extracted a large inflatable dinghy and two
motor car wheels. It is a pleasant job, reminiscént o
childhood days spent “mucking about” with one’s wellies
on in a stream. We commiserated with volunteer Anne
Rowbotham for whom the banks of the beck were too
marshy; her wellies were sucked down and she fell and
emerged extremely muddy. What a pity there was
nobody near to get the photo — sorry, | mean nobody ne
to rescue her. We have suggested that she ought to do a
rerun for the cameras but so far the idea has not been
approved — can’t think why!

Replanted pendulous sedge over previous ‘shortcut’

Judith and the Tuesday morning team have continued
their impeccable care of the Friends’ Garden. Theghav
suffered a bit from “short-cutters” who prefer to trdenp

a bed of shrubs than to walk along the path; please look
out for any such vandals and either admonish them or
push them into the canaEds: Clarkson rears his head
again!) On the winding path below the Upper Lake we
have experimented with replanting pendulous sedge
plants. These were threatening to overpower smaller
ferns and hostas so we have moved them to make a
barrier to bicycle short-cutters. The sedge plantyemng
vigorous but then so are the cyclists. We will se® wh
wins.

| would like to thank all our faithful volunteers, who turn
up month after month and toil to keep the further reaches
of the Park verdant and cared-for. Also to Chris our
Treasurer, who tolerates my raids on his carefully
preserved coffers with only gentle complaints. Anyway,
the more volunteers we can have working, the more we
can spend on plants and trowels and strimmers and plastic
barrier tape and bulbs and slashers and petrol and leather
gloves and wheelbarrows and all the other paraphernalia
So, why not come and join us one Saturday or
Wednesday, for a bit of healthy, friendly, useful work to
keep our magnificent Park looking its best?



Roundhay Park Tennis Courts

Free tennis coaching, delivered by a professional coaching teaow available at the tennis courts in
the Park on the last Saturday of every month. Th&ises which involve cardio tennis, coaching tips,
touch tennis, competitions, tactical tips and timeadhiggrrun from 2pm to 4pm and are suitable for all
ages and abilities. Families are very welcome. Allgaeint is provided.

A typical coaching session
There is no need to book — just turn up on the day.

If you would like more information visihttp://www.leeds.gov.uk/tennier http://www.forp.co.uk/or
call 0113 3950001.

For information about the Tennis Users Group, do pleask tisir very own Facebook site
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundhay-Tennis-Group/16666780006&4d2or find a playing
partner using the LTA allplay websitettp://www.lta.org.uk/allplaytennisif you are interested in
joining, please either visit one of these websiteseod an email tmessages@forp.co.so that we can
let you know of forthcoming meetings/events/developmetds

As a result of the free tennis coaching sessions,dbdsshould now be included as a “Beacon Site”,
giving access to funds for improvements. FoRP stidndtto push for a major investment which will
fully upgrade the Courts. If anyone would like to help witis, please contact Julia Wilson.

The ROUNDHAY NEIGHBOURHOOD DESIGN STATEMENT 70 pages mp is extensively
illustrated and information-packed. The document is availsble Roger Williams, 641A Roundhay
Road - just up from The Co-op at Oakwood - Telephone 0113 2401000 +# ema
contact@rogerwilliams.corm Christine Mather 0113 2667569 (local address) or from the RE&lPat

the Oakwood Farmers’ Market, priced at £5.




St John’s Church Graveyard

FORP Calendars are valued near and far but | couldn’t imagie that selling three
to a lady in Bowling Green, Ohio, would lead to this caoespondence, adapted to
reflect latest information:

USA “As you are obviously interested in the Roundhay digdike to tell you a concern of mine.

My grandparents, aunt, uncle and parents are buried in thedRay St John's Graveyard. As you
will know, the church was deconsecrated in 2007 | beliendedae to its supposedly unsafe condition
the graveyard on the south side has been untoucheddrs. ydlow totally overgrown, it resembles
Sleeping Beauty's castle more than a final resting gaicéhe people who worshipped there. My
family are buried in the north graveyard which is tenaebytthe council, thank goodness. During my
visits to Leeds it has come to my attention that maeyple are equally appalled at the condition of
the site and the church. It is at times like this thaish | lived closer as | would love to try to get a
group together in an effort to 'reclaim' the graveyard apeet of those who lie there. My parents
were married at St John's and my sister and | werstehdd there so our family has experienced the
‘circle of life' through that church.

Beckett Street Cemetery, across from St James'syegésmed by a group now called Friends of
Beckett Street Cemetery. | wondered if you were awhesy group that had a special interest in the
graveyard at St John's.”

ACJ “Yes, | know one or two people who are concerneduabiee graveyard at St John's. One
problem is the classification of it as dangerous in thed&l Safety terms following the death of
someone in Harrogate who was 'playing’ in a churchyard wisesna fell on him. A gravestone is the
responsibility of the family who erected it but, anei goes by, tracing them becomes increasingly
difficult. The St John’s congregation were advisedaketout insurance whilst they were there but
upkeep wasn’t the congregation's responsibility, even b#feseleft, as both graveyards were ‘full’.

The Civic Society has included it in a list of Heritégiges under threat but as far as | know there isn't
a group (nor likely to be) equivalent to the one at Beckeket Cemetery. The latter is owned by the
Council, so nominally their responsibility, whereas @wuncil seemingly now only has responsibility
at St John's for access, St John’s having been acquired Bethecostal Church.”

USA “A few years ago | went to the Diocesan Officeovdiold it to the City Mission group who, as far
as | know, have not used the building at all. The Dace&3ffice did not sound all that keen on doing
anything with the graveyard save removing the old stones asibho‘dumping’ them, and | am not
exaggerating. Although there probably aren't any relatilies of those who rest in the south yard |
think it does not speak well of a society that doesn't oegdpe final resting place of people who
belonged to and supported the church. Councils hardly eveinksss they have to so | think that the
churchyard needs a grass roots level effort. | was smead our daughter about this recently and
explaining the hazards of clearing the south yard. Thig snand silly but she suggested goats, who
are sure-footed creatures and eat most everything! (Thargoat farm opposite!) They could at least
clear the site so humans can assess the situatioorm aetail. Since the Duchess of Cambridge’s
ancestors are buried there | wonder if the Middletorghtrdo something (they can’t be short of a bob
or two!). Also, | know that there are a couple of Wwaaves there and my understanding is that they
are pretty sacrosanct. My cousin and | are afraid tti@tchurch will become apartments and the
graveyard a paved over car park. Ugh!”

Have we misinterpreted the position re current respongility? What do readers
think about the suggestions?



FoRP ILLUSTRATED LECTURE SERIES
All welcome, no need to book

7pm Tuesday 17 th January 2012 in the Education Centre

The Arboretum in the Ravine: its past and its future

(Left
The Ravine as it used to be

... and is now
Right)

William Nicholson, no doubt influenced by the English Landscape Movement, planted an
Arboretum in the area between the now Upper and Waterloo lakes. Detailed information is
hard to find amongst the archives, but it is possible that the trees were mainly mature conifers
which, naturally, are no longer with us.

John Roebuck, Estate Officer of Roundhay Park and Tropical World, is keen to see the Ravine
area redeveloped in sympathy with its historical past. To have an attractive and colourful vista
throughout the year, both deciduous and coniferous trees will be planted. The aim is that,
gradually by the support of the people of Leeds through the contribution of specimen trees, we
can bequeath to future generations a Ravine restored to its former magical glory.

Tuesday 20 " March 2012

‘John Barran and other Blue Plaques’
Hear about the people and places associated with the Park, including Oakwood, and
commemorated with Leeds Civic Trust's Blue Plaques.

Bob Tyrrell is a member of the Trust's Plaques committee, and is currently working towards
publication of volume 2 of the 'Blue Plaques of Leeds' book.

Both lectures will be held in the Education Centre , adjoining the Mansion (free parking along
Mansion Lane) starting at 7pm.
Admission: £3 for FORP members, £5 for non-Friends

Net proceeds will go to FORP funds, enabling us to continue our work within the Park

Promoted by Friends of Roundhay Park with support from Leeds City Council



PROFILE: Chris Hill

Chris was born in Durham City, the family
moving to Yorkshire in 1957 when his father
became caretaker of a newly opened school in
Pudsey. His formative years were spent in the
borough of Pudsey which was, prior to the local
government reorganisation of 1974, part of the
old West Riding; wedged between the cities of
Leeds and Bradford. As the eldest of four
children life was fairly austere but happy, as he
seemed to have a freedom

and independence that

today’s younger

generation do not.

Passing the 11+ , he

attended Pudsey

Grammar School from

1965 to 1972. In the sixth

form at Pudsey Grammar

School he realised that

higher education was not

for him and his

economics tutor, who probably recognised
where his aptitude lay, suggested that he meet
some practising accountants in Leeds which
then led to interviews with firms of accountants.

In those days some of the interviews were
interesting; one involved discussion of football
as the sole topic. It transpired that the firm had a
football team that required a certain position
filling; Chris played in the Pudsey Grammar
School team at that time but alas the firm did
not need a right-winger! He was not offered a
training contract. He was, however, offered a
position with R J L Ball & Co, a two-partner
firm on Blenheim Terrace, and is eternally
grateful for their training and support. He
gualified as a chartered accountant with them
and during the ten years that was spent there a
couple of mergers led them to become part of
Clark Whitehill, a top ten firm. The progression
from two-partner practice to a much larger firm
enabled him to gain experience of varied clients
of widely differing scales. Leaving in 1983 to
join WHS Accountants, he became a partner in
1986 and is where he currently still works.

Chris met his wife to be, Linda, in 1979
returning from a ski holiday in Aviemore when

one of his friends thought it would be “cool” to
masquerade as ski instructors! Linda was not
remotely convinced or impressed by this but
still went out with him. They married in 1984
and have two sons who are now in their
twenties. Aside from family, his other interests
are running, walking and family history
research. The running came as part of a need to
keep fit and led him to join Airecentre Pacers, a
running club based in Guiseley;
not regarded as being an elite
club but somewhat cynically a
drinking club with a running
problem! Chris has now run
three of the 5 km time trials
that take place every Saturday
morning in Roundhay Park: the
run never gets any easier. He
has hill-walked with friends for
more years than he cares to
remember and this has
currently led to joining walks organised by the
Friends of the Settle Carlisle Line which take
the walkers from the Yorkshire Dales to
Cumbria.

The family history research has been a hobby of
his since the early 1990s and a project that can
never be finished; the further back you go the
harder it is to obtain the information. One result
of the research is the connection to Kate
Middleton’s family: his two sons are 5th cousins
of the Duchess of Cambridge, courtesy of a 3
times great grandfather who was a coal miner in
Newcastle upon Tyne. Needless to say Chris’s
family were not invited to Kate’'s marriage to
Prince William at Westminster Abbey!

His involvement with FORP came via an
invitation from working party leader, Jon
Vogler. Jon has also great diplomatic skills and
persuaded Chris to take the role of Honorary
Treasurer following the demise of the Harry
Hurst. He has found the role interesting and says
it is a pleasure to work with such a friendly and
supportive team of trustees, committee members
and friends.



PARKRUN
(Contributed by Ashley Wyatt)

It is Saturday morning. It is 9am. Half
way down Carriage Drive within the Park
there will be around 100 runners waiting
for the off — all of whom have registered
on the Parkrun website

http://www.parkrun.org.uk/roundhay/home

Photo: Andy Stoneman on flicker — into the mist

All will be clutching their bar code, issued
once you have registered with Parkrun, a
national organisation that organises 5km
runs across the country. The website sets
out concisely the point of Parkrun “It
offers an opportunity for all the local
community, male or female, young or old,
to come together on a regular basis to
enjoy this beautiful park and get physically
active into the bargain. We want to
encourage people to jog or run together
irrespective of their ability — this event is
truly open to all and best of all it really is
FREE!

It really is a great way to start a Saturday,
whether there is brilliant sunshine or
mysterious fog! Without the discipline of
the weekly run | for one would find it
much more difficult to develop my new
found interest in running as a great way of
getting fitter.

The circuit is three laps on the paths
between the Mansion and Lakeside cafe.
Twenty-five minutes after starting (others
are much quicker, some a little slower!) |
run up the last hill and show the organisers
my barcode. Through the wonders of
modern technology by mid afternoon |
receive an email giving me my time and
my ranking

The organisation relies totally on
volunteers who take a week’s break from
running to organise the event. It is a
brilliant example of a local event that
brings like-minded people together in a
place as beautiful as Roundhay Park.

| have spent the last 40 years telling
myself that | can’t run. Through Parkrun |
am discovering | can! | am also
discovering yet one more way of enjoying
our wonderful Roundhay Park. Have a
look at the website. Perhaps you too have a
runner within you that is bursting to find
itself!

Photo: Andy Stoneman on flicker — Ashley taking a
welcome breather after his run on"lRovember.

[ Eds: Apologies to Ashley — we know he
would have preferred us to use another of
the many ‘fun’ photos appearing at
www.parkrun.org.uk/roundhay/photod




Members who are on email but do not currently receive gemal information and
Minutes of meetings from FORP are missing out. All thisnformation is sent tc
Members safely by ‘blind’ copy. If you wish to be includd, kindly send an emai
from your address to_news@forp.co.uk Remember to advise of any change of em
address.

FORP Newsletters appe#dor posterity on the website but not until some tinfier
members receive their copies. So if you are readirggnibii as a fully paidp membe
do fill in an Application Form to guarantee your own persaogly, hot off the press

LABEL GOES HERE!

the friends of

@ casyfundraising http:www.casyundraising.org.uk

Please use easyfunding via the FORP website for a grdatndkim the process swell
FoRP funds. Similarly, we encourage you to use easysaaleast ten times per day!
Register, if you haven'’t already using the following url

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/roundhaypark

Do visit Friends of Roundhay Park at Facebook

A Membership Application Form is obtainable either orelatwww.forp.co.uk/or at the
Visitors’ Centre in addition to the addresses belowtters or items for next Newsletter
— please emaihessages@forp.co.wk write to FORP PO Box 129 Leeds LS8 1WY

We thank everyone for the kindness shown to us both giedast edition went to press.

Alan & Micheéele Jackson DecemBéd]

Printed by Hollingworth & Moss Ltd, Manor Street IndigdtEstate, Enfield Terrace, Leeds LS7 1RG




