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Editorial  
 

In our last issue, we quoted what we thought was a reliable source saying that the featured Atkinson 
Grimshaw picture sold by auction was one of the three commissioned at the time the Park was acquired for 
the citizens of Leeds.  Jane Oakley of Christies confirms it was not but that it is the same view as one of 
the three that he did produce and paint in the same year. Our request for help to identify the other two 
evoked a response from one reader and local research revealed the truth of the matter.  All is revealed on the 
next page. 
 

In our youth, orienteering was the thing to do.  Nowadays, geocaching is the name of the game – find out 
within all about the latest craze sweeping the country, not least right here in our beloved Park.  Curiosity at 
seeing a family hunting for an object alongside the Castle Folly during participation at the March Working 
Party was our introduction.  The moral is not to miss one of our fun-packed Saturday mornings – see also 
Jon Vogler’s report.  Regular attendee and Trustee Lynda Kitching was persuaded to be our Profile and 
we’ve also secured a couple of other solicited items for hopefully your information and enjoyment. 
 

Please note that some of the views expressed by ourselves and contributors in this Newsletter are not 
necessarily those of FoRP itself.                                                                     
                                                                                                                                               Alan & Michèle Jackson                                                                                                                                     

 

Chairman’s letter 
 
Welcome to this edition of our Newsletter.   
 
Members often tell me how much they value 
the contact it forges between themselves and 
the officers of FoRP. 
 
I hope you find much of interest on this 
occasion and look forward to greeting as 
many of you as can make it to our 
forthcoming AGM. 
 
Our finances are reasonable at present but we 
could do so much more to enhance the Park if 
we had a greater subscription income.  We’ve 
recently refined arrangements and hope to 
attract many new members.  Perhaps you 
could help by showing this Newsletter to 
friends and family. If they too like it perhaps 
they will be encouraged to join us. 
 

John Richards 

 

Information  
 
The Annual General Meeting will be held at 
7.30pm on Wednesday 10th June in the 
Education Centre.  This Newsletter, circulated 
to all members, is your formal notice. In 
addition to the business of the evening, it is 
hoped that a Special Guest will be present –
no promises but you wouldn’t want to miss 
the AGM anyway! 
 
Working Parties take place on the third 
Saturday of each month, meeting in the 
Mansion Car Park, or as advised, at 10.00am. 
                 
    Saturdays    18th Apr,  16th May,  20th Jun, 
                        18th Jul  &  15th Aug 
 

Next Geology Trail Guided Walk:  9th May   
 
Events List – see facing inside back page.  
Please  also watch notice boards, the local 
press etc for more events and details. 



Atkinson Grimshaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Roundhay Lake from Castle – just one of his painted from this location 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

email from Kath Osgerby 
 

Re the query in the Newsletter about the two commissioned works of the Park by Atkinson 
Grimshaw, I don't know if any of these were the ones commissioned at the time. I only have dates for 
two. Sorry but can't help with their whereabouts. 
Roundhay Lake, Leeds 
Roundhay Lake from Castle 
Full Moon behind Cirrus Cloud from Roundhay Park Castle Battlements 1872 
Tree Shadows in the Park Wall, Roundhay Park, Leeds 1872 
If the date of the painting in the Newsletter [“Moonlight on Roundhay Park”] is also 1872, it could 
be that those are the three, all having been painted in the same year. Also that would mean that all 
three shared the theme of moonlight. Certainly to me the last two on the list are the most outstanding 
and the ones that most capture the particular character of the area. 
 

 

Results of Local Research 
 

The three paintings were commissioned in 1872 to enable a Parliamentary Committee to have an idea of the 
Roundhay Estate’s appearance when considering the Leeds Improvement Bill.  This was a request by Leeds 
Corporation to include the area within their boundary and provide a public park for its citizens.  Strange then 
that Atkinson Grimshaw should produce moonlight studies but that was the style that he adopted and for which 
he became famous.  
 

Alexander Robertson, former Curator of the Leeds City Art Galleries, in his authoritative book of the artist 
records that Grimshaw painted many views of Roundhay Park.  The difficulty is knowing which were the actual 
three – clearly not those appearing in The Historic Landscape and Restoration Management Plan prepared for 
Leeds City Council in advance of the Lottery Grant – a straight lift from the book of one painting merely in the 
same style but at a different location. The Leeds Mercury of 19th April 1872 states that Waterloo Lake with its 
fringe of trees is the main feature in two paintings. The writer (perhaps Edward Baines, later Sir, the proprietor 
of the Paper and avid purchaser of Grimshaw’s works) preferred the view from the ivyclad battlement of the 
ruined tower.  The third, said to be much smaller, is an extremely charming vista formed by a wall and trees 
bounding the road leading from the house to the gardens at the Park. He doesn’t mention a figure but the effect 
described echoes that of the (larger?) painting acquired by Mr Robertson when curator.  Sadly, it was not 
displayed on a recent visit but may be included in a planned Exhibition at the Mercer Art Gallery in Harrogate 
prior to a hoped-for move to London – more details in due course from Mr Robertson.                                   ACJ 



Report of the General Meeting held on Thursday 12th February 
Minutes available from David Binns via news@forp.co.uk 

 
�  Attended by 18 members and apologies from 20 others, including representatives of Park Management 
who it was hoped would find Thursdays more convenient. As some regular FoRP attendees could not make 
the revised day and, as we are advised that at least one Councillor could attend on a Wednesday, all future meetings 
will revert to being held on a Wednesday evening. 
 
�  Chairman John Richards donned his Civic Trust hat and commented that there are several Blue 
Plaques in the Oakwood/Roundhay Area and hopefully there will be one on The Mansion in the near 
future.  There could be an opportunity to establish a Blue Plaque Tour in the area, so, if anybody is 
interested, please contact John via the FoRP email address. 
 
�  We have been informed by Martin Farrington that offers have been received for the Park Cottages and 
the Council’s Disposals Team are considering which (if any) to recommend.  The Park Staff will continue 
to use the properties until a decision is made.��

�  In the absence of a Park Management representative, David Binns reported as follows: 
· Jon Vogler and David Binns had a very constructive and informative meeting with Dave Morgan 

and Becky Norcliffe on the 20th January 2009. 

· We shall now be able to use a strimmer on Working Parties and certain regular Members will 
undertake training, as required by The Council’s rules. 

· Jon Vogler will liaise with John Roebuck to work on a long-term plan for our Working Parties. 

· A Volunteer Task Force is to be set up by the Park Management – to carry out works (mid-week) 
in Canal Gardens, under the supervision of a Member of Park Staff.  This could be a source of 
new FoRP Members. 

· Dave Morgan and his Team are struggling with a shortage of manpower and funding, which is not 
expected to improve year on year.  There are probably opportunities for FoRP to get involved in 
sorting out some of the problems we have identified. 

 
 �  Revisions to the Membership rules [see back page] were agreed in principle at The Trustees’ Meeting 
on the 12th December 2008 and were approved by the Meeting, with three abstentions.   We still have 29 
Members paying at the old £3 or £5 rate.  As this does not cover the cost of printing and distributing the 
Newsletter, we shall write to request that these Members increase their subscriptions to the current rate. 
 
�  It was agreed that we really need to get involved in promoting FoRP.  Some ideas are being 
formulated and will be discussed in detail at the next Trustees’ Meeting 
 
�  Alan Jackson and Bob Reid agreed to investigate whether any Grants might be available which would 
enable us to improve the condition and appearance of the Tennis Courts to the south of Canal Gardens. 

� Miscellaneous: Valerie Kendall reported that a Working Group has been set up to look at the condition 
of Oakwood Clock and provide costs of the remedial works required.  Subject to their report, FoRP may 
consider making a supporting donation. Additional litter bin  sites have been agreed along Park Lane, 
following discussions between The Ward Councillors and Margaret & John McGough.  Matthew Lobley 
informed us by email that he is pursuing the options available to provide additional Play facilities in The 
Park. Icy weather has focused attention on the lack of general lighting around the Lakeside car park, as 
there have been several incidents.  We shall be raising this with the relevant authorities, as the problem 
may also arise when The Mansion is trading. We have had several comments regarding the lack of 
seating in some areas – notably around The Visitors’ Centre and the Tram Terminus Car Park.  This lack 
is particularly relevant to older and infirm visitors to The Park.  This will also be raised with the 
Authorities. The Meeting also heard a Presentation by Matthew Gill of Dine – see separate item. 



FoRP WORKING PARTIES: Jon Vogler 
 

(sub nom The Friends’ Picnic Spot) 
 
Recent working parties have focused on the meadow below the sham castle.  The aim was to have a neat 
transition from meadow to woodland with minimal brambles and weeds between.  We have harassed the 
Himalayan Balsam, but shall need to continue balsam-bashing for a couple of seasons before it will 
become discouraged and die away. 
 
We have cleared rocks (carefully saving them to do some landscaping around the Dog’s Mouth Spring 
which was left with a pile of ugly rubble by the crew that repaired the Gorge footpath) and some massive 
tree boughs.  Half a dozen elderly Friends, heaving on a rope to drag these away from the meadow, was a 
fine sight!  We baulked at the trunks but have trimmed off side branches and cleared the ground around 
so two of these form a convenient natural picnic seat. [Eds: from where we espied the geocachers] 
 
Now we need to keep mowing the surrounding area and encourage grass to return.  You can help by 
using the area as much as possible to keep the weeds trodden down and discouraged. 
 
We have tried to clear the ravine beck of debris but there is more to do. 
 
Future working parties will concentrate on the dog's mouth spring and clearing sight lines that are 
obstructed by self-seeded shrubs.  The waterfall and two attractive stone bridges are prime candidates, as  
well as the margin of the upper lake. 
 
There is lots to do but we need more willing bodies.  Come and join us at 10 am on the third Saturday in 
each month (that gives you an hour to pick up the bargains at the Farmers’ Market) and enjoy healthy 
exercise, fresh air, good companionship and a sense of pride in our beautiful park. 
 
Working Parties are continuing in The Ravine and the meadow below The Castle.  Our effort is now 
really starting to show. 
 
 

 
Leeds City Council ‘Business in the Park’ Initiative 

 
Our work is not in vain! The success of ‘Friends of’ groups and other community partnerships is ‘there 
for all to see’, according to lavish advertising of this new Council initiative – see 
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/Business/Sponsorship.aspx and follow the pdf link on that page. We, amongst 
others, have inspired the Council to engage with the local business community who are are encouraged to 
invest in their local park, not just in a financial capacity but also by giving employees the chance to take 
part in worthwhile projects within parks.   
 
The Council recognise that Roundhay Park is the most popular park in Leeds attracting on average 6.5 
million visits per year and hence an excellent Marketing and PR tool with endless opportunities:- 
    
* to brand within the park setting, such things as parks signage, litter bins, information leaflets, enclosures 
etc 
*  to have informational material on display in shops, cafes and other public areas 
*  branding at selected events held in parks throughout the year 
*  to stage publicity photo shoots 
*  to stage corporate events at discounted rates. 
 
Let’s hope that companies will be attracted and support FoRP. 
 



PARK MANAGEMENT 
 

Becky Norcliffe (now officially Visitor Centre Manager) advises that the Chelsea Garden, ‘The Largest 
Room’, will be open to the public from 15th May within the Alhambra and Monet Garden complex.  This 
year’s Green Flag entry has been submitted and a viewing date when the judges assess the Park is 
awaited.  Summer opening times are now operating at Tropical World ie 10am until 6pm (last admission 
at 5:30). Questioned regarding the litter and debris that collects in certain areas of the lakes, Becky 
confirms that a boat manned by two members of staff with a third on shore is used to carry out cleaning.  
Evident to all, visitors to the Park must be leaving litter at a faster rate than it can be cleared and it is to be 
hoped that these eyesores (and health hazards?) can be overcome.  A project for the Volunteer Task Force 
or a priority for the Business in the Park Initiative? A Gold Green Flag award in 2009 could be the prize! 
 

 

 

UPDATE FROM LAST ISSUE 

· The interior will undergo a thorough re-fit rather than be subject to extensive structural works.  
The emphasis is on “getting it right”. 

· The Café/Restaurant will have 55 seats internally and an outside sitting area adjacent to The 
Visitors’ Centre. 

· The style of the Café/Restaurant will be 
comparable with a well-known Harrogate 
establishment! 

· There will be a take-away element to the catering, 
which will sell good quality, good value products.  
Packaging will be minimal and Dine will take a 
sensible approach to litter control and will monitor 
the situation constantly.  They will also sponsor 
additional litter bins. 

· The vision for The Mansion is of a private house 
in parkland. 

· Access to the Café/Restaurant is from the side 
Terrace and the existing “front” entrance will give 
access to the Function facilities at first floor. 

· More details can be found on the website “Dine at 
The Mansion”, which now has computer-
generated graphics and a fantastic flythrough 
virtual tour of the proposed redevelopment.   

· Do visit http://www.dineinthemansion.co.uk/index.html 

· Dine are pushing for a late Summer opening and will be able to provide more definitive dates idc 
 

Thank you to Daniel Gill for speaking to FoRP at the last General Meeting and to Stephanie Tod for telling us that 
the updated website is now active 

 

 

STOP PRESS – work started 6th April 
 



MEMBER PROFILE: Lynda Kitching 
 

Roundhay Park has featured for much of my life, 
including times when I lived away from Leeds. I 
grew up in and around Harehills, attending 
Harehills Primary and Junior School, then went 
to Allerton High, waiting for the school bus at 
Oakwood, sheltering under the clock on many 
occasions. We moved across Leeds to Whinmoor 
when I was 18.  
  
Roundhay Park was our 
playground. I have great memories 
of Children’s Day, of sledging and 
of Wetherby Road baths with its 
freezing water and wasps in the 
pop bottles! 
 
I worked for Barclays Bank in 
various roles in Leeds until my 
career took me further afield, to 
Barclaycard in Northampton*, 
working in Management 
Development, then to London, 
where I specialised in Equal 
Opportunities.  
 
After taking voluntary redundancy, 
I worked in business development for an 
insurance company then became a franchisee 
with a Will writing company. 
 
Currently, being fortunate enough to be able to 
take a pension, I do some ad hoc work for the 
University of Leeds Medical School – with 

tutorials and exams in communication skills, - all 
very interesting and I learn a lot about 
symptoms! 
 
I suppose I like to be active. Having joined FoRP 
not long after I returned to live in Leeds 
(Guiseley) in the mid 1990’s, I, with my partner 
Roger, signed up for the Friends’ garden project, 

where I still help tidying up 
and planting.  It was hard 
work but enjoyable being 
with like-minded people and 
being brought coffee and 
biscuits!  Roger and I attend 
many of the Saturday 
working parties and it’s very 
satisfying to see the 
improvements we’ve all 
made. Recently I’ve been 
involved with setting up the 
Lester Library.  
 
 
As well as being a Trustee of 
FoRP, I am Vice-chair of 
Leeds Civic Trust and 

Secretary of the Friends of Beckett Street 
Cemetery (another site, which needs a ‘voice’ on 
its behalf). My main hobby is choral singing 
since joining Leeds Girls Choir when I was 11. I 
joined choirs in Northampton and London and I 
currently sing with Leeds Philharmonic Society.  

 

 

*Eds: The sign in the road alongside the B’card HQ in Northampton always amused us – it read ‘No 
access! 
 

 

 
 

William Wordsworth’s ‘Daffodils’     I wandered lonely as a cloud, That floats on high o'er vales and hills… 

  

 



Poetry Please – and a couplet of helps! 
 

…. When all at once I saw a crowd,  
A host, of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 
 

Do it! 
 

Poets, it is said, are inspired by their 
environment, with the culture of a town or  
place influencing their verse. 
 

‘Do you have a way with words?’ asks one 
subscriber to Diddit - http://www.diddit.com 
‘Let your surroundings and the manic  
weather of April inspire you. Write your own 
poem, or read through the Diddit list and share 
your writing experiences with others.  
Alternatively, we’ll gladly publish any Park 
inspired poetry in the Newsletter. After all, April 
is National Poetry Month.  
 

‘In the Spring a young man's fancy lightly 
turns to thoughts of love’ – from Alfred Lord 
Tennyson’s ‘Locksley Hall’ 
 
Roundhay FC – 99 years ago 
 

FoRP member Christie Ruijsenaars has only 
lived in Leeds for about a year, prior to which 
she wouldn’t have given a second glance to this 
photo from a Dutch magazine to which she 
subscribes. 
 

   
Easter Sunday football match  Hilversum 1910 

 

However, the name of the visiting team, 
‘Roundhay FC’ of Leeds leapt from the text.  
They lost 2-0 to Hilversum’s F C Victoria. Nine 
of the Dutch players are seated so the Roundhay 
players are all standing.  No report of the trip or 
match can be found in Leeds Newspapers nor 
can they be seen in any published League tables, 
yet research in Holland shows this is the first 
ever ‘international’ match played in the country!  
Where did the team play, we wonder?   Could 
they have been a church team?  But if so, would 
the team play on Easter Sunday?  Perhaps they 
were former members of the Half Day League 

but unlike ‘Sheffield Wednesday’ passed into 
oblivion.  We gather a Jewish team used to play 
national matches on Soldiers’ Field but not as far 
back as 1910. Can any reader shed any further 
light on the matter? 

 

Lester Library Opening 
 

Back to a literary theme, FoRP is still looking 
for committed volunteers to assist the public 
during opening times ie 10am to 2pm on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays or on appointment 
by calling 0113 214 5715. 
 

 
 

Bernard Lester’s children Richard and Ruth in The Lester Library.  
Photo supplied by Bob Reid 

 

Around 40 people were there on 10th January for 
the official opening of the library, dedicated to 
the late educationalist Bernard Lester. 
 

Richard flew in from Boston, USA and Ruth 
came from her home in Birmingham. Elizabeth, 
who lives in Israel, was unable to attend. 
 

Also present was one of Mr Lester's former 
school secretaries – now 95 – who had travelled 
from Majorca.  Mr Lester was head of Halton 
Moor, Talbot and Moor Allerton Hall schools 
from 1955 to 1974. He was also the regular 
emcee at the annual Children's Day in the Park. 
 

David Binns said: "The family were really 
pleased with what we had done. It was an idea 
they had and they offered us £7,500. They 
bought the fittings and first lot of books and now 
we want to make it grow. We have 150 books so 
far, but we are trying to build up an archive." 
 

Hopefully, the library will expand over the 
following months and it is also hoped that people 
will add to it by donating their own suitable 
books to add to the permanent collection. 



A PARK FOR ALL SEASONS AND GENERATIONS 
 

 
 

A 2009 Calendar called “Happy 
Places” features amongst others 
local lawyer Marilyn Stowe, 
who suffered a personal attack in 
town five years ago. See 
http://www.marilynstowe.co.uk/  
Dec 08 
You can purchase a copy of this 
calendar for £7.99 plus p+p from 
eBay’s charity shop. 

 

 
All proceeds from the calendar 
go to support the work of two 
charities that are close to 
Marilyn’s heart. Women’s Aid 
and Refuge both provide 
invaluable support to victims of 
domestic violence.  We invited 
Marilyn to explain her reasons 
for choosing the Park as her 
Happy Place. 

 

When I was growing up, my family lived in a house on Street Lane, only four bus stops from Roundhay Park –
and its ice cream van. Consequently my brother, sister and I spent a large part of our childhood with our parents 
and our friends, playing there. 
 

We used to go with mum every week to feed the ducks in the Canal Gardens and I can still remember throwing 
them stale bread. When we were older, we were allowed to play in the larger part of the park, venturing into the 
bluebell-filled, but sometimes scary, dark woods. In the winter, we sledged down Hill 60 to the arena.  
 

As teenagers, my sister and I became keen tennis players on the court there – of course in no part due to the 
popularity of the courts for French boys on summer holiday exchange schemes! We pretended we were French 
and our French improved dramatically! 
 
The cycle repeated itself when I became a mum. When my son Ben was a baby, I worked part-time and took him 
around the Canal Gardens in his pushchair to feed the ducks. We’d check out the goldfish in the greenhouse, and, 
as he got older, I pushed him in his buggy by the park Café to see the geese and swans. Wishing to shed some 
excess pounds, I took up jogging, emulating my dad, who was one of Sir Jimmy Savile’s marathon running mates. 
 

After finding it hard at first, I gradually built up my resilience and twenty years later I now run with good friends 
like Barry Simmons, one of the “Eggheads” on the BBC 2 TV programme. Garrulous, with unlimited general 
knowledge, he taught me graphology (the study and analysis of handwriting) whilst running - which has proved 
extremely useful in my work. We run through hail, rain and shine from our homes to the Park, doing one or two 
circuits of Waterloo Lake depending on how fit we feel. Sometimes I still unexpectedly see my dad with two radio 
aerials protruding from his baseball hat on his lakeside run!  
 

For some families, Roundhay Park is a tragic place, and it is impossible to run around the Lake or on Soldiers’ 
Field without being reminded by the memorials of personal loss. With my parents living in an apartment that 
boasts one of the most spectacular views in Leeds overlooking Waterloo Lake, the knowledge that they can see me 
in running in my crazy coloured running outfits makes the park is a safe and secure refuge from an extremely busy 
life spent assisting people through very serious family traumas. It is a place to relax, unwind and take in its year 
round, spectacular beauty. 
 

So when I was asked to be photographed for a charity calendar in my “Happy Place”, it was immediately obvious 
to me where that would be.  
 

I opted to have my two beautiful Briard dogs as props on either side of me, and with the glorious backdrop of the 
magnificent trees and Waterloo Lake, the resulting photograph would have flattered anyone.  I am very proud of 
being a citizen of Leeds and Yorkshire. I am also very proud of Roundhay Park, where its visitors of all different 
creeds, nationalities and languages, have a common link appreciating its beauty. How fortunate we are that our 
City fathers with tremendous foresight and courage, acquired Roundhay Park in perpetuity for the benefit of all 
the citizens of Leeds, and thus brought them altogether to spend time in the Park, in peace.  
 



 GEOCACHING IN THE PARK 
By Pete Oldfield 

 
Some readers may have seen the recent article in the Roundhay Methodist/St Johns ‘Broadcast’, or even 
the episode of BBC’s Countryfile programme broadcast on 1st March 2009 – to view again, visit 
http://geekteachersblog.blogspot.com/2009/03/geocaching-on-bbc-countryfile.html 
 

Geocaching is a cross between treasure hunting and orienteering, except using a GPS device instead of a 
map!  At present, there are 11 caches within the Park boundary - stretching from the cricket ground off 
Old Park Road to Canal Gardens, to the quarry NW of the Park, to the old lido and all areas in-between. 
The caches are of various sizes - some the size of your little fingertip - some the size of a large lunchbox.  
All caches contain a log book for the finder to sign - and the larger ones also contain some items that can 
be swapped with any item on your person - these are normally small toys but sometimes special coins 
which have to be picked up and moved to other caches. The details to find all the caches are at the 
website http://www.geocaching.com/ and a cacher can log finds on the same website (with suitable 
comments e.g. about what wildlife was seen or any problems in finding the cache). 

 

 
Screenshot from www.geocaches.com showing some caches in the area 

 

I will describe the series of caches that includes the Folly.  The 1st cache (to the west of the golf course, 
to the north of the top lake) is at the published co-ordinates. The 2nd cache (in Scouts Quarry to the NW 
of the park) is also at the published co-ordinates. The 3rd cache however can only be found by gathering 
clues when walking between the 1st and 2nd cache – How many jets of water does the top lake fountain 
have? - How many large crosses does the Folly have? How many letters in the name of the large lake? 
The numerical values to those clues, when added to another number, give the co-ordinates for the 3rd  
cache (on the top path to the East of Waterloo Lake ). 
 
I offer to lead a walk for FoRP members on Saturday 16th May starting at 2pm at the lower entrance to 
Canal Gardens – just above the bus pull in.  It will take in 7-10 of the caches (one has clues to be gathered 
outside the Park).  I will produce a sheet containing details of geocaching, all the Park co-ordinates, all of 
the puzzles involved, and how to log your finds on-line.  The walk will take about 90 minutes to 2 hours - 
and it's great for kids (bring some small toys along). Geocaching is a great hobby for getting out to do 
some walking or discovering places that you never knew were there. A good GPS device costs about £60 
for those that get hooked!   But be warned it can become quite addictive! 
 

Bring a pencil and notepad.  Wellies if it's muddy. Gloves (you may have to scrabble around the 
undergrowth).  A small toy or item to replace the one you take from the hidden geocach. 



  
 

 

  
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Printed by Hollingworth & Moss Ltd, Manor Street Industrial Estate, Enfield Terrace, Leeds LS7 1RG

               
               
               Newsletters are not placed on the FoRP website until a while after 

members receive their copies.  So if not a fully paid up member, use the 
Form opposite to guarantee your own personal copy, hot off the press.    
And in the process pat yourself on the back for supporting FoRP! 

   
               
               Your letters/items whatever for next Newsletter? – please either send 

direct to us, or write to/email FoRP at the addresses given on the front page. 
                                    

   
   Alan & Michèle Jackson                                                                Apr 2009 

 

 
Roundhay Park ‘Up and Coming’ Event List 

 
 Weds & Sats 10am-2pm    Lester Library open to public – subject to manning & demand 

 
              9th May            Geology Trail Guided Walk 
 
          15th May +          ‘The Largest Room in the House’ (Chelsea Garden) opens 
 
           16th May             An introduction to Geocaching in the Park starts 2pm – see article 
 
             7th Jun               Barnsley Concert Band in Canal Gardens from 2.30pm 
 
            21st Jun              Garforth Jazz Rock Band in Canal Gardens from 2.30pm 
 
 

 
Roundhay Park ‘Past’ Event List 

 
10th Jan             Official opening of Lester Library – see Report inside 
 

17 Jan to 8 Feb              A repeat of RSPB's Aren't Birds Brilliant! initiative.  
 

          14th Mar              Geology Trail Guided Walk – excellent as ever but few          
                          attended – make a note in your diary of the next one 
 
4th Apr               Lester Library open – light attendance but promising                       
    feedback 
   
   



FoRP Joining/Renewing Membership Form                                                               Apr’09 
 

Yearly membership of FoRP (1st Apr-31st March) costs £10 for a single member or £15 for a household 
membership.  This can be paid by cheque payable to ‘Friends of Roundhay Park ’ or preferably by setting up a 
Standing Order using the mandate below.  Additional donations always welcome. 
 
I would like to join / renew/ upgrade * my membership of Friends of Roundhay Park   (*delete as applicable) 
 
Name………………………………………       Address…………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………     Post Code…………………….… 
 
Telephone number……………………………….......E-mail…………………………………………. 
 
If you are NOT enclosing a cheque, please complete the Standing Order Mandate  below 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Gift Aid Declaration 
 
Declaration for Tax Reclaim purposes: 
I declare my intention that tax should be recovered under the Gift Aid Scheme on all donations I make from the 
date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. I have read and understood the points listed below. 
 
Signed………………………………........................... Date………………………………............. 
 
Name………………………………....    Address………………………………............................. 
 
………………………………...........................…….       Post Code ……………………………… 
 
Important Notes: 
1.You should pay enough tax to cover the amount reclaimed by Friends of Roundhay Park on your giving.  Relevant tax is any income tax (at 
whatever rate) or capital gains tax. If you cease to be a tax payer, or to pay enough tax, you should notify us. If too much tax is recovered on 
your giving, you will be liable to refund the Inland Revenue. 
2. Please notify us if you change your name or address. 
3. You are entitled to cancel this declaration at any time. Simply notify us in writing if you wish to do so.  Unless and until you cancel your 
declaration we will continue to reclaim tax on all your giving. 
4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment Tax Return 
 
Please note you only need complete this form once (not each year).  It is an ongoing authorization to reclaim tax 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Standing Order Mandate 

 
To……………………………….Bank PLC      Address  ………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………..    Post Code  …………………… 
 
Please pay Lloyds Bank, Vicar Lane Branch, 2 The Headrow, Leed s LS1 6PN 
 
For the credit of Friends of Roundhay Park   Sort Code 30-98-93  Account No. 0529066 
 
The sum of £…………………..(figures)……………………………... … … … … (words) 
 
Commencing………………………..(date) and annually  thereafter until further notice. 
 
Please debit my account accordingly.  This instruction cancels and replaces my previous standing order in favour 
of Friends of Roundhay Park 
 
Account to be debited………………………………........  Account Number … … … … … 
 
Signature(s)……………………………………………….. Date       … ……… …. 
 
Please send this form to: The Membership Secretary, FoRP, PO Box 129, Leeds L S8 1WY 
 
Friends of Roundhay Park is a Company Limited by Guarantee, Registration Number 4476202 in England. Registered Office: 

34 Park Cross Street LEEDS LS1 2QH  Registered Charity number 1097692



AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF FoRP 
MEMBERSHIP  

 

Those of our Members who have attended the 
last two Meetings or who receive their Minutes 
by email will know that amendments to the rules 
of Membership have been agreed.  The 
Memorandum and The Articles of Association of 
FoRP allows this to be done without the matter 
being referred to the AGM or an Extraordinary 
Meeting. 
 

BACKGROUND 
Since the founding of FoRP in 1994, 
approximately 500 Members have come and 
gone or stayed – we have a constant number of 
Members totalling in excess of 200. 
 

The flow of people joining and leaving makes it 
extremely difficult to keep track of people and to 
create an accurate database of Members and, on 
top of this, the diverse joining/renewal dates 
make the issuing of reminders and Membership 
Cards a logistical nightmare for our Membership 
Secretary, Anne Hepworth. 
 

There has also been a long-standing anomaly, in 
that there has been no advantage in becoming 
Family Members at £15 p.a. or simply being an 
Individual Member at £10 p.a.  This has now 
been addressed to some extent, as described 
below. 
 

There is no intention of increasing Membership 
Fees in the foreseeable future.  However, a small 
number of our Members are still paying the old 
£3 or £5 p.a. rates and they will be gently 
reminded of the current fees! 
 

The Trustees and Committee of FoRP therefore 
confirm that the Rules will now be as follows: 
 

THE MEMBERSHIP RULES 2009 
�  There will be an Annual Renewal Date for all 
Members of the 1st April and the expiry date will 
be the 31st March of the following year 

�  All payments made by cheque will be due on 
the 1st April 

�  Existing Standing Orders will remain as they 
are – i.e. miscellaneous dates - unless the 
Member chooses to amend this to the 1st April.  
However, Membership will run from the 1st 
April to the 31st March 

�  Anyone joining or renewing Membership 
between the 1st January and the 31st March will 

receive a Membership Card dated to the 31st 
March of the following year 

�  Anyone joining or renewing Membership 
between the 1st April and the 31st December will 
receive a Membership Card dated to the 31st 
March of the following year  

�  Fees will remain at £10 p.a. for Individual 
Membership and £15 p.a. for Family 
Membership 

�  Individuals will receive one Membership Card 
and Family Members will receive two 
Membership Cards 

�  All Membership Cards will be dated from the 
1st April to the 31st March 
 

The Trustees and Committee realise that, during 
this changeover period, some Members could 
lose out on up to 9 months’ Membership in the 
worst case.  Obviously, we do not wish to cause 
our Members any difficulties or inconvenience 
and anyone who has concerns is invited to 
contact The Secretary or The Membership 
Secretary at the usual addresses. 
 

The Membership Secretary will send out 
reminders to all those who pay by cheque in 
March of each year, but would like all of these 
Members to consider changing to payment by 
Standing Order, as this would reduce 
administration time and costs for FoRP.  
Standing Orders are totally under the control of 
the Account Holder and no monies can be taken 
from an Account without the Holder’s 
authorisation.  A Standing Order mandate can be 
found in the FoRP Newsletter. 

The Trustees and Committee ask you to accept 
these changes, which will make membership 
simpler to manage and record and to remember 
that the Administrators of FoRP are all 
Volunteers who up give their own time to ensure 
that we can achieve the aims that our Founders 
set out in 1994. 
 


