the friends of

JULIA WILSON'S LETTER

A few months ago we were all expecting that
new children’s playground we've been so ea¢
awaiting would be finished in time for summe
now looks as iho work will begin before autur
BUT a great deal has to happen before then!

Despite what we were told, the Coronation Ga
site is still being considered alongside a numif
other possible sites. A full consultation is tod
place in the early summer.

We have been assured by Park Managemer
FoRP, as the leading group concerned witr
Park, will take a key role in the consultal
process. We are also working closely with
Roundhay Playground Action Group.

Once we have more informati@nd a shortlist «
possible sites, we will keep you informed so
you have an opportunity to express your

views.

Hopefully by this time next year we’ll have
wonderful new playground worthy of Roundt
the largest urban park in Europe!

On a diferent note, the new simplifi
Membership Card system (see opposite)
ensure that membership data can be update
checked more efficiently. Members are remir
that payment by Standing Order eases
administrative burden. However, anyone
namally pays by cheque or cash is still a va
Member. If a renewal payment is missed, we
send out a gentle reminder during the follov
month!

INFORMATION

The next Open Meeting will be the Annual
General Meetingon Wednesdayg" Junein the
Education Centre. This Newsletter, circulate
all members, is your formal Notice of tA¢&GM .
A Report of the previous Trustees’ Meeting
13" April will be presented.

Working Parties take place on the secc
Saturday of each month, meeting in thensiar
Car Park, or as advised, at 10am.

Friends’ Garden upkeep: Every other Tuesdi:
morning (10 o'clock start), coffee and ca
provided — contagane.binns1@ntlworld.com
or telephone 0113-293-2893

Do subscribe to John Fergusofsgents List anc
watch notice boards, the local press etc for |
events and details about th&eology Trail
Guided Walks, FoRP Lectures the Lester
Library etc

Your new Membership Card is enclosed wit
this Newsletter. rdividual Members receive o
card and Family Members receive two.

All cards will now be issued on 1st Ap
irrespective of joining or renewal dates. Any
joining during the year will be issued with a ¢
dated to the following 31st March.

PLEASE WRITE/SIGN YOUR NAME(S) ON
THE CARD.

Please contact The Secretary at news@forp.
or on 0113-293-2893 with any queries



‘FORP Photo Competition & Calendar 2012’

Few photographs have yet arrived so do make thé ofidee rest of April and enter our
Competition. Remember we are looking for shotsfdature on each month’s page
(landscape format) and any photos taken withinldise three years within the Park are
welcome (Eds: We mistakenly said ‘within one year’ in thet edition, pre-empting the
publication of the final rules.)So trawl through your collection and send us tlokthe
best!

Don't ban this one! An independent judgingedamill choose 12 stumg phtos

The winners will see their pictures in the nextecalar and the most worthy will also
appear on the front cover. All the family can erds there are separate adult and junior
(under 16) sections.

Items for sale:FORP’s stunning cards and a quality Print are &b& at The Visitor Centre
or write/send an email with all your requiremerd®he of the FORP addressegiving
your contact details

PARK CONTACT NUMBERS
For any problems within the Park you can ring dieves:

Between 7.30 am and 4.30 pm during the week:
Shaun Gregory: 07891-276071 John Roeb®3891-270897

At all other times or if the above numbers areawailable
Parkwatch (24 hour service): 0113-232-9973
or 999 if police attendance is urgently required



Report of Open Meeting — 2 February 2011

Full minutes available from David Binns via news@ifco.uk
(Some matters covered elsewhere in this Newslateeomitted)

Thirty members attended. Shaun Gregory, Estatealyam was welcomed to the Meeting and Julia
thanked him for attending.

Dog Control Orders now limit any dog-walker to aximum of four dogs in their charge. This Order
will be policed by the Dog Wardens, not the ParfiSThe Park now has only two Rangers (down from
the original five).

Chris Hill, Treasurer, reported on FoORP’s finahaiuation and thanked everyone involved in the
2011 Calendar Project, including the donors. T@eeipts from this will fund the 2012 Calendar witho
having to ask for loans from Members. £2,500 wdllring-fenced to meet its production costs.

The Community Payback Scheme was discussed d@hledgn Vogler will investigate and determine
whether or not it could be used to our advantage.

The results of the Tennis Court Users Survey \peesented to Councillors Val Kendall and Matthew
Lobley — Ghulam Hussein was unable to attend -od@d by a Presentation to Dave Morgan in
November Eds: See separate item in this Newslgtter

The sign replacement programme is on hold urdilsite of the new Playground is resolved.

Councillor Val Kendall reported no progress on @a&kwood Clock Project as the surveys/costings
were complete, but the carrying out of the workset®ls upon the new Tesco re-development.

FoRP concerns about The Carriage House and Pdt&gée continue to focus attention. Jon Vogler
will work alongside Alexis Keech, who is keen tes#l Park Structures preserved. This could develo
into a very complex and challenging project andanione feels that they could add something to the
Project, they were requested to make contact.

Julia is currently acting as Public Relations &ness Officer and is managing to get FORP some very
good coverage. However, some assistance is nedgtlethis, so if anyone is interested, please tey t
contact Julia on julia.laptop@tesco.net

The FORP Membership base is growing gradually ahthe last count, there were 249 fully paid-up
members of which 135 are on email and receive aegnformation by this means. In addition, there ar
14 members who still pay the original £3 or £5 gemum by Standing Order. These members have been
contacted to give them the opportunity to up-grsaéhat they can receive the Newsletter.

Development work continues on the Film and SBNgD and the creation of Park History Trails.

Julia reported that we have had a preliminary mgetith REAP (Roundhay Environmental Action
Project) and the Friends of Gledhow Valley Woodgarding the staging of “Roundhay Live” on
Saturday, 18th June 2011. It is intended thatwvilisbe an “active” event, with demonstrationsrirahe
Groups represented, as well as facilities beinglaya for Groups to disseminate their informatidine
purpose is to bring together common synergies fsir@anger Roundhay Community. It will also enable
all participants to let the residents of Roundhay #he adjoining areas know of the wide range of
opportunities for leisure and learning which existtheir doorstep.

New Member, Emma Barnes, one of the Leaders abagiformed when news broke of the proposed
Playground in Coronation Gardens, gave a reviewweints to date. Further consultation is promised.
Matthew Lobley confirmed that the original Play Kzuent has been ordered.

Peter Smith stated that there should be a Maserfér the Park, which identifies how areas cdudd
used in the future and to prevent uncertainty atsguthe location of the new Playground. Peter will



contact Leeds Metropolitan Landscaping Departmeratsk if they would be interested in taking this on
as a Project, in order to see what conclusions ntighreached if they did. John McGough thought &ha
Park Development Plan did exist and had tried éawit. Matthew Lobley said that he would look into
this and try and obtain a copy.

TREE IDENTIFICATION PROJECT
Lead: Cecily Jarvis with help from Jon Vogler aritess

The aim of this FORP project, suggested by Donatth®son, is to record and identify the trees ia th
Pleasure Gardens ie the area between the MansibStable Block complex behind The Roundhay Fox.
It involves compiling a detailed photographic andtten record in loose-leaf form and/or DVD. From
this major work a Tree Trail leaflet for use by theblic can be developed.

John Roebuck is tremendously enthusiastic abosifpitject and his only regret is that he does ageh
the time to be more fully involved.

Initially, Cecily wishes to recruit volunteer phgtaphers who would be allocated particular trea(s)

they would photograph "their" tree in all seasoii$ie photos would then form part of the final retor
Clearly this is going to take at least a year tmplete and there is a brief to which everyone wddd
asked to work to maintain continuity. On the p&ide, because we are at the mercy of the seasons,
people will be able to undertake their photogragtiheir convenience within each season.

The photographic record will include:

Individual trees (visually located by referencep&ths/seats/walls etc.) in each of the four seasons
Leaves both on the tree and as a specimen refer&ycscale (ruler)

Flowers and/or Fruits on the tree and as speciefenenced by scale

Twig form referenced by scale

The recorded trees will be suitably labelled.

ILLUSTRATED LECTURE SERIES

18™Jan ‘Feathered Visitors to Roundhay”: Lisa @avirom the RSPB made the introductions to varspesies.

15" Mar ‘Gipton — The Ancient Woodland on our DoopsteAnne Wilkinson spoke about the astonishinggan
of flora and fauna in this wood, as well as somigecgurprising archaeological features

Lynda Kitching writes :
It was an experiment - a new venture, a lectureser

Would members and their friends turn out to the&kar cold (probably) Tuesday evenings to listen to
speakers? We can say a resounding 'yes' to thation!

We've had four illustrated talks between SepterabdrMarch with varied topics linked to the Park.
Feedback has been very positive from each andpoteksrs have been pleased too.

The purpose of these evenings was to raise fumdkdd-riends - achieved as our Treasurer has danke
over £500! Money has also been raised throughaleead cards and our calendars and we've signed up
several new members.

We are grateful to the Council for use of the EdioceRoom, with its laptop and projector. Thanks a
due to Bob Reid, Julia Wilson and David Binns fablicity, furniture removal and 'front of housedan
locking-up duties.

We look forward to welcoming members again nextt&aper as plans are in hand for another series of
talks - watch this space!



FoORP WORKING PARTIES: Jon Vogler

Although we missed one working party due to snow,
we have maintained our activities through the winte
We paid a repeat visit to the Dog’s Mouth Sprind an
cleaned autumn leaves and mud from the drainage
ditches, to eliminate a mushy, muddy mire across th
path down the Gorge. It is pleasing to see that ou
autumn planting was successful; recently | counted
fourteen separate clusters of primroses on the bank
above the Spring, from which the water is flowing
sweetly. It is too early yet to see whether thmde
have also taken well.

We visited the pack-horse bridge at the end of the
Gorge and have freed it of weeds. We did not
attempt to deal with two or three trees that aré# we
embedded in the masonry. They have been there for
years and do not appear to be causing damage. So
we have treated it as a picturesque ruin, to bedcar
for and tended but without rebuilding or major riepa

On the ravine path however major repair became
essential when the culvert collapsed. This hadbee
the subject of a working party with staff from Bsh

Gas who had gallantly dug away the mud so that the
stream could flow under, not over, the ravine
footpath. Apparently it was the mud that was huaidi
everything up and, once it was removed, masonry
started dropping through and probably some
vandalism accelerated the damage. However we
have now inserted plastic pipes into the culvert,
formed a reinforced concrete bridge over them and
neatly relaid the masonry, so the red and white tap

detriment of gardening and weeding and keeping
things tidy. So reluctantly (but also with a sigh
relief) we have decided to get prices for profasaio
masons to do it and then seek a grant from some
generous environmental or heritage funder.

(Teatime Photo courtesy of Alex Knight)

Lastly, we have cleared foliage from the other beck
that runs into the Upper Lake, revealing a spetacu
view upstream to a mysterious bank. This showed
that the bed of the beck was of masonry, so in Marc
we started shovelling mud. At first we thoughivds

all a mirage, the mud was deeper than any spade
could bottom. A bit further upstream the masonry
appeared: solid, if somewhat uneven, and we have
cleared enough for its style to be visible from the
path (just downhill from the big copper beech besid
the Mansion car park). Probably the deep muddy
section represents a cascade and, if we can getia m
digger on the site it may reveal yet another

has been removed and the path appears as good as tagcinating example of Mr Nicholson’s expensive but

new, ready for spring walkers.

Two other jobs involving masonry are still in the
future. One is to repair a section of wall by sfeam
castle and that should be well within our powers.
The other is the wall over the Ram Beck culvert at
the North end of the Upper Lake. We know what
needs doing and we have identified a set of
magnificent coping-stones that will cap it eleggntl
and resist the worst that vandals can do. As each
stone weighs over a quarter of a tonne, we have
concluded that the task is so big and so diffithsit

it would dominate our activities for six monthsthe

splendid Georgian follies.

Now the spring and summer approach and we can
forget about mud and masonry and devote ourselves
to plants and endless weeding and litter pickildge

and the Park’s depleted staff spend much time
removing litter so please, when you are in thielgv
Park, never pass a piece of litter without retngyit

and binning it. The many bins make it far eadiant

it used to be and well worth the slight inconvein

I would like to thank all participants who have
shovelled and lopped and raked and, in particular,
Peter and Hilary who faithfully feed us coffee and
delicious home-made biscuits each month. Do come
along and join us at 10 am on the second Saturday i
each month, meeting at the Mansion car Park or
contact me on 0113-2661885 or
jon@vogler.demon.co.ulor healthy exercise, fresh
air and good company! Meanwhile, we wish Peter,
Don and Bob, a rapid return to full health.

PS The primroses we planted at both the Dog’s Mouth
Spring and alongside the Ram Beck have come oeaa tr

this year. And now the Marie Curie Field of Hope

daffodils — go see!



IN, AROUND AND ABOUT THE PARK

patchwork of crocus
daffodils quilt the green banks
spring sews winter’s shroud

Nicholson’s Pagoda

(Photo courtesy of Michael Minikin)

A little known Nicholson ‘folly’ within the Park
is shown here and Dbelow with a
photographically cleared line of sight to The
Mansion.

This might help you locate the Pagoda but if
you do set off into the woods on the far side of
Waterloo Lake, you’ll need stout footwear,
particularly if the ground is wet.

Whose Tunnel?

Kevin Rickett, a former long-serving Park
employee, tells us that there is a tunnel that
leads from the Mansion to the Upper Lake. He

does say that food was taken into the tunnel for
storage.

The tunnel was discovered when the works
tractor was on the lawn and one of the wheels
fell through into a void. The tractor was
removed and below the spot he could see the
walls of the tunnel.

Kevin did some research on the internet to try
and find out more but without success. He
spoke to his manager at the time who very
quickly had the tunnel filled in and nothing
more was said about it. Doubtless the current
occupiers, Dine, would be perturbed if access
through the tunnel from the Upper Lake was
still available to the general public!

Cycling to and in the Park

The Council, in partnership with Sustrans, are
making good progress on the construction of the
safe route for cyclists and walkers, eventually
intended to link Rothwell and beyond with the

Leeds Country Way to the north.

Here you can see the embryonic path as it winds
its way through the wooded area between the
Lido Car Park and Carriage Drive.

FoRP and The Park Management are united in
opposing the originally proposed route from The
Mansion through Ram Wood to the Ring Road.
We await further proposals from Sustrans.

REAP are also working on a mapping exercise,
which is intended to show local paths and

even surmises it was designed/used as an escapecycleways. These can link into the Sustrans

route in the war, perhaps implausible though he

route. FORP have offered their support.



Grimshaw at Mercer Art Gallery,
Harrogate 16 Apr -4 Sep 2011

A great granddaughter of John Atkinson
Grimshaw, living in the South of England, made
contact with FORP via the website. We had
featured some of his work in previous
Newsletters. We were glad to tell her about this
forthcoming extensive exhibition.

Tree Shadows on the Park Wall
John Atkinson Grimshaw (1836-1893)

The exhibiton has been organised by Alexander
Robertson, former Senior Curator of The Leeds
Art Gallery. The press notice says:

‘It is a once in a lifetime opportunity to see
paintings by this celebrated self-taught artist,
including many works not seen in public for
decades and generously lent by private
collectors. The show also aims to reveal more
about the artist's fascinating private life,
uncovering new material about his family
history.’

Tropical World

If you have access to the internet, you might like
to visit Les Belk and Graham Buckley’'s
http://www.youtube.com/embed/_19jTtpGiMI
where you can view a Lighthouse Film, video
Jason Forrest, showing parts of the Park with a
long sequence inside Tropical World. The
whole film lasts nearly 20 minutes!

Birding in the Park

Another web address that we came across is
http://www.birdforum.net/showthread.php?p=20
41617 A couple of keen birders Keith and Tony
contribute regularly and authoritatively about
their sightings. Within the last month they have
espied nuthatches, blue tits, great tits, longdail
tits, coal tits, chaffinches, goldcrests, grey
wagtails, mistle thrush, a great spotted
woodpecker, blackbirds, jackdaws, a red kite,
song thrushes, treecreepers, wrens, robins,
redwings, waxwings, woodpigeons not to
mention the water fowl including mallard,
moorhens, coot, tufted ducks, common gulls,
blackheaded gulls, great crested grebe, Canada
geese, mute swans, gooseanders and a single

greylag.

Chelsea Gardens

Both the 2009 and 2010 entries are being re-
constructed within the ‘Gardens of the World' off
Mansion Lane, where the 2008 silver winning entry
‘The Largest Room in the House’ is already located.

The 2009 garden, designed around the theme of
retaining rainwater and reducing the effect ofHlas
floods, won a Silver Gilt Flora award.

Leeds City Council executive member for Leisure
Councillor, Adam Ogilvie, is reported as saying:

"We are thrilled these gardens will soon be inrthei
permanent home at Roundhay Park for everyone to
be able to see. The gold-medal winning garden from
2010 [everyone will remember Hesco's Lock Gates]
is sure to prove a massive hit'.

when you weren’t looking
the trees cloaked themselves in lace
topstaut in spring
mdj



PROFILE: George & Margaret Read

Two of a kind. Stalwarts for years of FoRP
Working Parties within the Park and The Friends’
Garden. Our subjects this issue have mutual irteres
though quite different yet complementary skills. A
marriage made in heaven, well on the dance floor.

Not that Margaret had found her Fred Astaire. She
affectionately describes George as having two left
feet. However, his acknowledged ballroom
shortcomings didn't hamper their blossoming
friendship. They progressed to American Square
Dancing (caller ‘walking to music’ they say) andsth
recreation cemented their new partnership, in the
process taking them to numerous conventions
throughout the country, once to Canada and twice to
the States. Another Canadian trip beckons.

George hails from South East
London where as an asthmatic
youth he had spent some of his
schooling in an Open Air
School ie one with canvas walls
— no wonder the pupils wore
their overcoats in class.
Doubtless he couldn't wait to
leave school aged 15, taking
various jobs in the motor trade,
mostly as a motor mechanic.
One episode might nearly have
put an end to his FORPing days
years before they began.
Climbing a metal staircase, he
slipped and hit his knee hard.
Only on the next day, when
going about his business, did he
experience a sudden excruciating pain in his back.
Now we know the origins of his trademark
weightlifter’'s belt.

Margaret is a true ‘Yorkshire’ lass. Home was
Pudsey until at 12 her parents moved to Bingley
where they still live. Her father, an accomplished
gardener, passed on his wide knowledge of plants —
FORP’'s gain. Already with experience at the
Bingley Building Society and Post Office
Telephones, Margaret's career took shape when at
the age of 18 she joined the National Assistance
Board (now the Department for Work & Pensions)
involving over the years an amazing variety of work
eg Benefit Payments, Fraud Investigation,
Overpayment Recovery and seeking Maintenance
from errant parents. Margaret ‘escaped’ after 32
years and moved to the First Direct Bank Call
Centre, an enjoyable period, ending up at retirémen
in the Mortgage Section. It was in 1983, newly on
her own, that she decided she wanted to learn to
dance.

The couple met at George’s first ballroom dancing
lesson, he already on his own, in Shipley. George
had ‘emigrated’ to Leeds with his first wife (a
‘Loiner’) and two sons in the late 1970’s soon &b S

up his own business as a motor mechanic. You
might have seen his former ambulance on the streets
of Leeds. The traffic would often part for him aad
school crossings the lollipop ladies would wave him
through! He obtained premises in Meanwood and
continued the business until 2000. Retirement
involved delivering Safeway Leaflets and then the
Leeds Weekly News — now three rounds of some
700 addresses in the area where he and helper
Margaret now live. Your FORP Newsletter arrives
via them if you are in the same neighbourhood.

Margaret tends the garden and
leaves anything mechanical to
George. He keeps their caravan
in good nick for the many
journeys they take to those
dancing conventions, weekends
away and longer holidays.

Walking is a shared interest —
active members of the
Ramblers Association and a
U3A Group, they have
completed the South West
Coastal Path through Devon
and are keen to move on to
Cornwall. At one time, when
George had resolved to give up
smoking, he took to walking
around the Park, even very late
at night, to try and combat his craving for a
cigarette. He recalls seeing owls, foxes and deer
though at another time, in his car, he unfortunyatel
collided with a deer that had darted out rightront
of him on the Ring Road. The Palice suggested he
take the carcass home! He didn’t — they did!

Back in the days of construction of the Friends
Garden, George and Margaret would peer through
the fencing to keep an eye on progress. At onbef t
Park Open Days, they found out more about FoORP
and the rest, as might be said, is history.

Within the Park, they bowl at Roundhay Park
Bowling Club. If the boats of old were still on the
Lake, they would be out on them. Indoor activities
include bowling, season ticket holders at the Baggl
Little Theatre and, at home, reading. Margaret is
never without a book and George has exhausted the
Oakwood Library of its audio book stock. With all
these ‘retirement’ activities, they've still fourtisne

to man the Lester Library. How do they do it all?



BATHING POOL IN THE PARK

In our last issue, we told you about the donkegs th
used to give rides in the Park. This time it’s tien

of the Open Air Bathing Pool (opened in 1907) in
the area between what is now called the Lido Car
Park and the Dam pictured in the spoof calendar
photograph on the inside front cover.

As usual we invite you to tell us about your own
memories but here concentrate on the period
between May 1934 and September 1938. We can do
this with accuracy because the Cash Book that was
used during those years has been donated to FORP
by John Machin of Calverley in response to our
request for archival items about the Park. It is a
truly fascinating insight into the running of the
bathing pool and provides us, amongst other things,
with a unique weather chart based upon the daily
usage of the pool.

We'll start with one particular day, Thursday, 12th
July 1934 which must have been a fine day as 260
adults passed through the turnstiles, along with 56
children and 31 spectators. The adults paid
fourpence, the children (on holiday from school at

Alfred Robinson as cashier signed off the payntentise
Director until 1936 but new handwriting appears fach

of the later years. A note alongside a mistakenitemid

on 21 August 1937 reads ‘2+2=4 Vordelgerder Nit'Wi
so that sums up him/her! A more cryptic note incpdar

the week ending 31 Jul 1936 states ‘HIS BOW TIE
LABEL IS SHOWING'. How dreadful, particularly if he
was the guy using a lilo where another pencil entry
appears though not paid for. The lilos had beewlype
introduced at the start of the 1935 season.. Osoerrces

of revenue from the beginning were Swimming Lessons
(One shilling but relatively few given), Programnfes

an Aquatic Carnival in July each year[?] (1d) Ciggres
(6d per packet) and, during a bout of global wargn|@]
from June 1937, Tubes of sun cream (6d). Matchak (

A charge for use of the telephone (2d) had comm in
June 1935; Identity discs (1d) not until 1938: g/lBreem
dispenser later still — a favourite of many a lad!

the time) tuppence which was also the charge for
spectators, in old money of course. Eight costumes
were hired out at tuppence a go and seemingly two
towels at one penny each — entered under the
heading Drawers/Towels. For 1d property could be

deposited and 18 bathers took advantage of that
whilst 43 deck chairs at 2d each were set up.

Refreshments were on offer and the Council

received commission on the use of the weighing

machine at 1d per go.

The previous day had seen nearly four times as
many patrons, not indicative of finer weather but

reflecting the fact that Wednesday was half-day
closing. The same pattern is reflected week by week
Sundays however were the most popular with a high
on Sunday 8th July with no less than 1,632 adults,
874 children and 300 spectators. These figureg wer

never exceeded thereafter except for 14th July 1935
- when the spectators peaked at 634 — dwarfed
though by the attendance on 1st Aug 1937 of no less
than 1,379 spectators. Prices then were Adults 6d,
Children 3d, Spectators still 2d.

Pools on an uncrowded day, posted on the Leodis
website by Buffaloskinner. Diving board circled

Someone had to pay two shillings for damaging adain on 1st September 1934 and Alfred duly carried t
forward each week until the end of the season @h 3@ptember. High-spirits or hooliganism? Crinvas not
unknown as 4s 5d was stolen from the till — 20tk Z2ugust 1935 — today £43 10p, based on averagaga.

Summer and yearly season tickets plus transfeetSckere introduced in 1937 along with a paddlioglgharge
of 2d - a new facility where flower beds once thd? — and a specific ‘Complimentary’ category —ra&d to 47
that year and 206 in 1938. From July 1938, halfgpdeals applied to soldiers from the Cameron ldigghrs, the
Royal Marines and the 2nd West Yorkshire Regimé@nerall takings for 1938 from 20,944 adults, 13,238
children and 20,478 spectators plus all the exgtated above amounted to £1,387 1s, which woul@teqio

£259,000 in today’s money!

Just as well they weaed direct into the bank, though it refused toeptc

halfpennies that crept into the accounts via tfresements item, sold from the kiosk shown in thetp.



Letter from Jack Barstow (local over 90’s bowler)

‘Roundhay Park was supposedly restored to re-ctbat¥/ictorian views (as were). Why then is there
no seating overlooking the Middle Walk in fronttbé Mansion for the benefit of visitors?’

Signed ‘JB a lover of the Park, from the days witevas open to all and Roundhay was in the country!

Eds: The area does look bare as witnessed by xiiaat from one of the 360° virtual tours of
Roundhay Park by red door vr limitechttp://www.roundhaypark.org.uk/the-mansion-roundhay
leeds/source/mansion-exterior0709.html

TENNIS COURTS
Extract from the ‘Municipal Weekly’, the Newspaprculated for free to all Local Authorities.

“There is a great deal of concern and confusiothentennis world surrounding a new ruling by the
International Lawn Tennis Federation (‘ILTF’) whighas formed in Paris way back in 1913. The ILTF
have decided (belatedly some might say) that henitethe height of tennis court nets should be
measured in metric rather than imperial units. Teevn Tennis Association (‘LTA’) have the
unenviable task of ensuring that all ‘Places to/Rlathe UK re-adjust the height of tennis netshe
new standard ie at the centre strap, the heighb@i91.5cm rather than the traditional 3 feet{8%i

The LTA did seek an exemption for the UK but redegd that unless we adopt the new standard, junior
players coming up through the ranks would be atistindt disadvantage when playing in foreign
countries against players who were already uségetonetric standard.

At a Press Conference, a spokesperson for the LWKAQ receive about £30m each year from
Wimbledon profits for the development of tennisotighout the UK, was asked how this would affect
publicly accessible courts in Parks, where centr@ps are rarely provided. He replied that the LTA
don't spend a penny on municipal courts and onlkangrant/loans to well-run affiliated clubs with
ClubMark status and to Centres of Excellence, sat solely the responsibility of Local Authorities
implement metric measurements on public courtskedsvhether David Beckham ever played football
on a public park pitch before he was signed to fidaya Club, the spokesman said that he hadn’ue cl
about that and that the LTA focus was upon nurgufuture home-grown Wimbledon Champions not
footballers, from whatever backgrounds and howsoéslented. Attendees at the Press Conference
were left wondering whether tennis court baselisiesuld also be marked out in wider metric units.
Alternatively, Municipal Parks & Countryside Nurg= might develop a new inner-city/suburban
aggressive plant for the LTA to display at SW1dhgkide seeded Andy Murray.” (ACJ 1st Apr 2011)

FoRP’s comprehensive survey and detailed appraigae presented to the Council back in November
but the sad Roundhay Park tennis courts haverstillhad any work carried out on them for lack of
public funds. To be fair, the LTA would support iaed use of the Courts by a fee-paying “Club” and
some free use but the general feeling is thatvifais a non-starter and use of the Courts should rema
free and be available to all on demand. Perhapd @A Licensed Coach could attend at set times to
help players and to spot raw talent. MeanwhileRPohope that an active User Group will get going.

email from Gwyneth Spurr re Donkey item in last Nevgletter:

‘I remember the donkeys very well and enjoyed madgs in the 1930s. They were very lazy and,
although they knew exactly where to turn back @nriie without being told, they always tried tortur
earlier to shorten the ride. Feeding them in winies a regular treat. The name | remember in
connection with them is William Stafford known tib @ 'Donkey Bill'. The description of Fred sosnd
very like him.’ Gwyneth



LEEDS’ VERY OWN ‘SEA OF GALILEFE’
Contributed by Rory Keegan, CPAS Resources Manager

| guess many people are familiar with the classic series of religious images that make up the
Stations of the Cross, icons on which Christians have meditated across the centuries.

Less well-known are the 19 Stations of the Resurrection, continuing the story from the amazing
events surrounding the rising of Jesus onwards to his ascension to heaven, and the
conversion of St Paul, which triggered the explosion of the Christian message across the
Roman empire.

Back in 2008, | invited Leeds-based artist Si Smith to illustrate these ‘stations’ for the Church
Leadership magazine and website that | look after as part of my work for the Church Pastoral
Aid Society (www.cpas.org.uk).

Si came back to me with an intriguing suggestion: ‘How about | imagine these events as if they
were happening right here in Leeds — right now?’

I was up for it, knowing that Si would bring a unique blend of spiritual insight and graphic flair
to the project. But nothing prepared me for the impact of the nineteen pictures that he created.
Again and again people have told me how Si's images have confronted them afresh with the
significance of this ancient story.

Here, the Sea of Galilee becomes the Roundhay Park Waterloo Lake, with the risen Jesus on
the shore, preparing a surprise breakfast for his friends. (Check out John 21:9-13.)

Eds: We admired this painting the moment we san-iine and thank Rory and Si for allowing us to
reproduce it here. You can discover more aboundirSatwww.simonsmithillustrator.co.uk




Members who are on email but do not currently recaie general information anc
minutes of meetings from FORP are missing out. Althis information is sent tc
Members safely by ‘blind’ copy. If you wish to be included, kindly send an eme
from your address to _news@forp.co.uk Similarly, please advise of any change
email address.

FORP Newsletters appear for posterity on the websiit not until some timeftar
members receive their copies. So if you are regathirs not as a fully paidp membe
do fill in an Application Form to guarantee yourmwersonal copy, hot off the press.

the friends of

@ eaSYle‘ldl’ﬂlh\ﬂ http:www.easyfundraising.org.uk

A Membership Application Form is obtainable eitberline www.forp.co.ukor
at the Visitors’ Centre in addition to the addraedselow. Letters or items for next
Newsletter — please emailailto:messages@forp.co.ok write to FORP PO Box 129
Leeds LS8 1WY

Roundhay Live on Saturday 18une promises to be a fun event for all the faraiig
will be a wonderful opportunity for us to work witdl the other active groups in our
area. Please show your support by taking an aptivein the event.

Do register for John Ferguson’s Forthcoming Evéuigs available via email or see the
hardcopy posted each month at the Oakwood Cloclcé&lmtard.

Remember that David Binns needs all Photographim@&gition entries by the end of
April. And don’t forget to volunteer as a photognap for the Tree Identification Project.

easyfunding and easysearch can make a mint for PoRRe must use them! — follow
the links above to the websites. The November 20dWsletter has full scheme details.

Alan & Michéle Jackson March 2011
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